
 
 

Would you like to receive these updates digitally? Please email Kelli at kgilmore@rca.org to be 
added to the email list. You will receive more timely updates from the missionary you support 

and help us be good stewards of our resources. 
 

Update from Peter and Patty Ford 
August 2020 

 
Dear friends, 
 
Earlier today (August 4), as you may well have heard on the news, there was a massive explosion at the 
port in Beirut. Initial reports are that it was accidental—a fire which ignited a warehouse or shipping 
container where explosive material was stored. Sadly, we're hearing of many casualties. And hospitals 
will likely become overwhelmed, on top of the increased number of COVID-19 cases. 
 
We wanted to let you know that we, and all the NEST community (as far as we can determine), are safe 
and uninjured. There are very few people in the building right now, since we don't have summer classes. 
But the NEST building—like many buildings all over the city—has had numerous windows blown in, 
causing quite a bit of damage, which you can see from the photos. Our apartment on the sixth floor was 
undamaged, perhaps because we keep a screen in our bedroom window for everyday airflow, even 
when the AC is on. However, Peter's office on the second floor was badly damaged from a large 
shattered window. He was working at his desk next to the windows, but fortunately he had gotten up to 
investigate when he heard a smaller bang just before the explosion. 
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This tragedy comes as the country is already rocked by an economic catastrophe (which we discussed in 
our Mission Update email sent just yesterday). We will clean up and carry on, seeking to continue to 
serve our Lord and his church through our ministry here at NEST. But your prayers are valued even more 
so. 
 
In Christ, 
Peter & Patty 
 
 

 


