
 
 

Would you like to receive these updates digitally? Please email Kelli at kgilmore@rca.org to be added to the email 
list. You will receive more timely updates from the missionary you support and help us be good stewards  

of our resources. 

 

Update from John Hubers 
February 2021 

 
Dear friends,  
A new semester has started at the seminary, which is still under strict pandemic regulations—masks in 
the classroom, social distancing, and limited class time. Unfortunately, we are still in Holland, MI, as we 
wait for the vaccination, which will allow John to return to Addis. We are eligible and on the list—
actually three lists!—but still no openings. We wait on the Lord. We always wait on the Lord. But we’re 
also waiting in this case on our chance to get poked!  
  
Here is a bullet point list to bring you up to date on where we are with our ministry. We would ask that 
you be in prayer for us, but mostly for our brothers and sisters at the seminary who are going through 
trying times.  
  

 The young woman with whom I was team-teaching last semester, Keriya Mohammed, decided 
to resign. She felt too overwhelmed to continue. The fact that she was a young woman teaching 
courses that are normally taught by older men, most of whom are ordained pastors, may have 
been a contributing factor. But there may be other reasons, as well. Whatever the case, I ask 
that you please pray for Keriya. Pray that she will find a suitable place to exercise her 
considerable gifts. I’m going to stay in touch with her in hopes that she just needs some time 
away to reconsider. As I told her often, “you are a gifted teacher with a unique story. You have 
much to offer.” She will appreciate your prayers for what comes next.  

 

 This leaves the Christian/Muslim Relations (CMR) program in the lurch as there is now just one 
full time and one part-time professor teaching the 
courses not only for the BA program but also for a 
new MA program that just began this semester. I 
am team-teaching one of these MA courses using 
the model I developed with Keriya to good effect. 
That helps somewhat, but the seminary is now 
desperately searching for a replacement as at least 
one more professor is needed.  

 
 We are heartened by the fact that nine students 

signed up for the new MA program—future 
leaders to empower an enlightened Christian 
witness among our Muslim neighbors. The person 
in charge of this program (whom I will introduce to 
you in the next letter) is Dr. Abdi Tadesse, who just 
returned from the U.S. with a newly minted Ph.D. 

Dr. Abdi Tadesse and his family 
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in Christian/Muslim relations. Pray for Dr. Tadesse as he has a lot on his plate right now.  
 

 At the end of this month, my supervisor, Rev. Derrick Jones, and I (John) will be on a very 
important Zoom call with the president and academic deans of the seminary to talk about the 
future of the CMR program as well as my and the RCA’s ongoing role in it. This is a crucial 
meeting that will help determine what happens in the next few years, and even beyond that. 
PLEASE pray for this meeting. It will be held at 9:00 am (EST) on Tuesday, February 23.  

 
 In my last call with Dr. Abdi this past Friday (Feb 5), he mentioned that although COVID-19 

remains a problem in Ethiopia, a much greater problem is a collapsing economy related to 
ongoing civil unrest in several northern provinces. This is discouraging foreign investment and 
disrupting supplies, not to mention putting thousands of people in danger, with many thousands 
seeking refuge across the border.  

 
Here’s a link (https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-55905108) to an article about this conflict and 
the threat it poses. This requires urgent prayers. 
 
Thanks for your support. Thanks for the compassion it represents. Thanks for being our partners in this 
challenging ministry.  
 
Blessings in Christ,  
John & Lynne Hubers 
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