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Working together to share  
God’s love with the world

The Reformed Church in America has a rich history of global 
missions, spanning more than 350 years. Through the RCA, 
millions of lives have been transformed because of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ.

RCA Global Mission exists to strengthen and grow the global 
church by supporting ministries of compassion, developing 
leaders, and sharing the good news. Our goal is to provide 
opportunities for RCA churches to partner with global churches 
in ways that are collaborative and mutually meaningful, helping 
us all live and love like Jesus.

I believe that sharing God’s good work through stories is one of 
the ways we can truly inspire and invite churches and individuals, 
like you, into a closer walk with us. And, we do not want to be 
only on the receiving end of this relationship. We want to be 
telling great stories, always striving for greater relevance and to 
serve our congregations and supporters well. 

This booklet gives a very brief overview of the current chapter 
of our story, and I hope you see glimpses of God’s good work 
around the world that will inspire you in your own faith walk and 
ministry. Come join us in the beautiful story God is crafting in 
RCA Global Mission!

JP Sundararajan 
Director of RCA Global Mission



Hope in the Virgin Islands 
In the early fall of 2017, the Caribbean island of St. Thomas took direct hits from 
two separate major storms: Hurricane Irma and Hurricane Maria, just two weeks 
apart. In the days, weeks, and months that have followed, St. Thomas Reformed 
Church was a light to its community—sometimes a literal light, as they were able to 
provide electricity via generators when the island was still without power. Multiple 
groups have been able to travel to the island since then to help the church in the 
rebuilding and recovery efforts, both for St. Thomas Reformed’s own facility and 
for the broader community. 

Thanks to the generosity of RCA members and churches, RCA Global Mission has 
been able to work with St. Thomas Reformed Church to identify ways that we can 
fund the recovery projects that have been integral to the community’s restoration 
and take preventive measures that will help the community bounce back more 
quickly the next time a storm hits. These efforts include installing solar panels 
on the church building that will enable the church to function off the power grid 
and provide for the neighborhood’s power needs, along with building wells and 
cisterns so that the community won’t have to wait for imported bottled water. We 
believe in rebuilding with an eye on the next emergency. This way, the church can 
offer even more help to its neighbors when the next storm hits.

By coming alongside churches like St. Thomas Reformed in times of crisis, North 
American congregations and individuals are demonstrating the love and healing of 
Jesus to hurting communities in practical, tangible ways.

Disaster Response



When a natural disaster strikes, join us in praying for the affected RCA 
congregations and local residents. Receive updates from RCA Global Mission on 
disasters by liking and following us on Facebook (/rcaglobalmission) or Instagram 
(@rca_global_mission). 

Help those directly impacted by a disaster to rebuild through a monetary gift. We 
partner with organizations local to the disaster to rebuild in such a way that will 
minimize the impact of future disasters. Visit www.rca.org/mission/support to 
donate to domestic or international disaster relief funds.

You can make a personal impact on the rebuilding efforts after a natural disaster. 
Give of your time and strength through a one- or three-week work trip.  
Email volunteer@rca.org for current work trip opportunities.

STORY

Get involved in Disaster Response

Learn more about disaster response opportunities: 
www.rca.org/disaster or contact Scott Engelsman at sengelsman@rca.org or 616-541-0892.
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Reaching New Heights among the Roma
The Roma are a people group that have been discriminated against in Europe for 
hundreds of years. Roma, also known as Gypsies, are still marginalized in Europe today, 
and Roma young people often feel that they have no hope for success. Felipe and Janelle 
deWaard-Silva saw this firsthand in Lupeni, Romania. So they started a climbing gym to 
provide an afterschool outlet for Roma children. 

The Fără Limite Climbing gym is giving Roma children a vehicle toward success on the 
climbing wall, and it is paying huge dividends in the classroom. Since the program started 
in 2014, the children’s climbing ability has increased greatly. But more importantly, the kids 
are seeing more success in school and are learning about God’s love for them every day.

Andrei is a great example. He is ten years old and is one of nine kids in his family. Both 
school and life in the Dallas neighborhood of Vulcan, a city in Romania’s Jiu Valley, are 
difficult for Andrei. Even if he stays in school and graduates, he doesn’t have many 
opportunities in the valley. Some men work in the area’s coal mines, but the national 
government is in the process of closing down all but one mine. Andrei’s best option 
would be to try and scrape together enough money to leave the valley and find work as a 
manual laborer elsewhere in Europe. If that’s his future, why would he try in school? 

Yet Andrei is trying. And he’s succeeding. His teachers have noticed a change in him this 
school year. Compared to last year, he’s engaged, he’s not disruptive during class, he 
wants to learn, and he’s working hard at his studies. What has made the difference?

“It’s the gym,” his mother, Loredana, says. “I tell his teacher that he’s doing well in school 
because he wants to climb. It’s been something so good for him.”

The deWaard-Silvas agree. Their vision includes opening a second gym in a neighboring 
town and continuing to expand what they offer children and their families through 
tutoring programs, parent support groups, and other outreach activities. The deWaard-
Silvas have also seen the need for a church plant in Dallas and launched the Anchor 
Church in 2020. Through their relationships and trust, the global church is growing.

Europe



STORY

Pray for the Dallas community and children, like Andrei, who experience 
discrimination and don’t have a lot of hope for success. Pray also for the deWaard-
Silvas as they engage the community in the Anchor church plant. May the Roma, 
who have generally shown reluctance to Christianity, have open hearts and minds 
about the church.

Financially support the work of the deWaard-Silvas as they continue to 
grow the climbing gym and launch into a new season of church planting 
as well. Share your gifts for the deWaard-Silvas or the climbing gym here: 
www.rca.org/felipe-and-janelle-dewaard-silva.

Do you know a young adult who is interested in spending a summer or year-long 
term serving with the deWaard-Silvas at the Fără Limite gym? Or maybe you fall 
into that category! Learn more about serving through the Cultivate program: 
www.cultivate.rca.org. 

Get involved in Romania

Learn about other opportunities to support missionaries and programs in Europe: 
www.rca.org/missionaries or contact Scott Engelsman at sengelsman@rca.org or 616-
541-0892.
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Living Water among the Maasai
Abraham Ole Koileken, the oldest Maasai elder in the Great Rift Valley of Kenya, 
came to faith in Jesus after witnessing the Naiborr-Airre water well being dug. 
When the drilling truck hit water and many rushed to fill their containers and bring 
their animals, tears began to flow from Abraham’s eyes for the first time since he 
was a young child. Culturally, Maasai males do not display emotion, but Abraham 
was deeply moved. 

“We have been praying for rain for many years and did not know water is in the 
front in the ground. Now, I can die in peace knowing we have water,” exclaimed 
Abraham. Pastor Simon Muntolol shared, “It is because of the love of God in Jesus 
Christ that our Christian friends in America have given this water,” explaining that 
Jesus Christ is the true water of life. This experience led to many conversations 
about the gospel over the years. In November 2017, Abraham was baptized along 
with 30 other Maasai believers in the water trough of that very well.

The Maasai Outreach Mission Church was founded in 1984 by Pastor Simon and 
grew as a result of his ability to contextualize the gospel in a way that the Maasai 
could receive while still embracing their culture. The Maasai Well Project began in 
2007 when the RCA responded to a request from Maasai Outreach Mission (MOM) 
to partner with them by assisting in digging wells, supporting primary education, 
training pastors, offering scholarships, and providing healthcare for underserved 
Maasai communities. 

Guided by sustainable community development principles, MOM has experienced 
significant growth through church planting, growing from 39 churches with 3,000 
members in 2007 to more than 100 churches with 12,000 members today. The RCA 
has contributed to the completion of nine deep-water wells, three greenhouses 
with plans for more at the remaining six well sites, and two primary schools. The 
RCA has also supported two primary school teachers, one lawyer, and one female 
college student who is an advocate for the rights of women and girls. 

Sharing the gospel in word and deed has demonstrated the love of God to 
our Maasai neighbors. The next phase of our partnership will be a clinic and a 
community health mobilization and evangelism program. By God’s grace, more will 
come to Christ as the church planting movement grows exponentially.

Africa



Pray for Pastor Simon as he ministers to the Maasai people through wells, 
healthcare, education, and training for pastors.

Our partnership with MOM is making a great impact on the Maasai people. Help us 
continue to share the love of Christ in word and in deed by supporting one of our 
many projects in partnership with MOM: www.rca.org/maasai-outreach-mission.

There is no better way to understand a different culture and the need than to 
experience it yourself. While we don’t currently have trips to volunteer with MOM, 
we do offer several vision and mission trips to work with our other partners in 
Africa. To learn more, visit www.rca.org/volunteers-opportunities or contact 
volunteer@rca.org.

Get involved in Kenya
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Learn about other opportunities to support missionaries and programs in Africa: 
www.rca.org/missionaries or contact Derrick Jones at djones@rca.org or 773-675-1791.



Developing Leaders in the Amazon
In 2003, Annie, a medical nurse in the city of Manaus, Brazil, was awakened by a 
whisper from the Holy Spirit compelling her to contact her pastor. She sensed God 
calling her to the mission field on the Amazon River, and she needed to reach out to 
the mission pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Manaus (IPM) for guidance. 

After three months of prayerfully discerning her future, she was encouraged to 
attend the Missionary Training Center in Manaus. There, she was thrust into survival 
training, biblical study, and church planting preparation for two years in anticipation 
of her journey. It was at the training center that she met Martha, a lay leader who 
sensed a call to follow Annie into the Amazon as her helper. 

In 2005, they were both assigned to a community called Itapeacu that had been 
newly designated for a church plant. A boat had been serving Itapeacu for several 
years with medical missions and evangelism teams prior to the women being asked 
to plant a Presbyterian church. Annie and Martha arrived against all odds. Two 
women leading in ministry is not a common sight in Brazil, especially in the Amazon, 
but they began working with children and started their first church with mostly 
children and youth. 

Today, Annie and Martha serve a congregation of 150 members. They now have a 
vocational school that was constructed with the aid of Faith Reformed Church in 
Dyer, Indiana, which offers a drop-off center for children, a vocational training center, 
and a new missionary training center for leaders living in the remote areas of the 
Amazon River. God has blessed the work and dedication of this amazing team in 
Itapeacu, and they feel energized as they see the next generation of leaders prepare 
for ministry.

North and 
South America



Pray for the church planting efforts of the Presbyterian Church of Manaus (IPM), 
our partners. May God continually open doors through the medical boat for 
sharing the gospel.

Help financially support the planting of churches and the preparation of 
missionaries to be sent out into the field: www.rca.org/brazil.

Personally serve in Brazil to gain an understanding of the medical mission boats, 
church planting, and missionary preparation. See available mission and vision trips: 
www.rca.org/volunteers-opportunities. 

Get involved in Brazil
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Learn about other opportunities to support missionaries and programs in North and 
South America: www.rca.org/missionaries or contact Luis Ruiz at lruiz@rca.org or 616-
541-0850.



Growing the Church in Japan
Over nine years have passed since March 11, 2011, when a devastating earthquake 
and tsunami killed more than 20,000 people in Japan. These natural disasters 
also caused the worst nuclear power disaster since Chernobyl. For many in Japan, 
these events are starting to become a distant memory. However, the Fukushima 
Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant continually affects the lives of hundreds of thousands 
of people. The struggle is far from over. They find themselves living in uncertainty 
over issues of safety. Many have tried to start a new life in other regions of Japan. 
They have become social outcasts because of their fear of radiation, while those 
who remain deal with issues of abandonment.

The ministry of RCA missionaries Sayuri and Abraham Kist-Okazaki now has 
a special focus on the three congregations in Iwaki, a city that is directly 
south of Fukushima Daichi. They have developed a sister relationship between 
those congregations and the 28 congregations of the Southern District of 
Tokyo. For Sayuri and Abraham, it has been a wonderful experience to see the 
fellowship between the urban and rural congregations who have gained a better 
understanding of the challenges their congregations face. In Japan, 0.7 percent of 
the population is Christian. However, Christianity tends to be more concentrated in 
urban areas; in rural districts, it can be as low as 0.01 percent.

In 2012, when they first visited the Nakoso Church in the most rural section of 
Iwaki, there were only two members of the congregation. They were so excited 
that the group of 12 people we brought filled their little church to capacity. They 
prayed for growth, and by the end of the year, the congregation had doubled in 
size! And that was not the end of the growth. Two years ago, when Sayuri and 
Abraham visited, Nakoso Church had reached the point where they needed to 
rebuild to fit everyone in the sanctuary. It has truly been amazing to witness how 
God gives hope to a community in times of need.

Asia



Pray for an opening of hearts within people in Japan who have not yet accepted 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 

Support the church growth efforts of Abraham and Sayuri Kist-Okazaki in Japan. 
Your gift will help offer training to Japanese churches in evangelism and leadership 
so they can more effectively reach non-Christians. Visit www.rca.org/kist-okazaki 
to give.

Get involved in Japan
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Learn about other opportunities to support missionaries and programs in Asia: 
www.rca.org/missionaries or contact En Young Kim at eykim@rca.org or 616-541-0858.



Building Interfaith Bridges in Oman 

The Al Amana Centre in Oman intentionally exposes Christians to Islam in the 
Sultanate of Oman. The centre exists to introduce Christians from North America 
and Europe to Muslims in Oman, providing opportunities to build relationships 
and learn from one another about our differing faiths. Having a comprehensive 
understanding of the Islamic faith may help Christians respectfully provide a 
healthy Christian witness to Muslim neighbors. 

As our neighborhoods in North America continue to change to be more inclusive of 
cultures from all over the world, it is more and more important for us to understand 
those cultures and the faiths that go along with them. This helps us to be good 
neighbors and to know the best ways to share God’s love with our neighbors. 
Places like the Al Amana Centre are integral in that learning process. During a trip 
to the Al Amana Centre, a group of women from across the RCA were able to learn 
about Islam from women in similar life circumstances to them. The peer-to-peer 
learning made all the difference, changing the way that the women viewed Islam 
and, more importantly, Muslim women.

Middle East



Pray for strengthened church leadership. Many expats in Oman are yearning for 
Christian worship opportunities and community.

Your financial support of the Al Amana Centre helps build relationships 
and understanding between Christians and Muslims. All gifts help 
facilitate interfaith dialogue and peace-building through interfaith tours, 
study abroad programs, interfaith conferences, and more. Give here: 
www.rca.org/give/al-amana-center-oman.

Take a trip to Oman and gain a new understanding of Muslim brothers and sisters 
and how you can best love your neighbors. Learn more about one woman’s 
experience in Oman here: www.rca.org/new/friends-not-enemies. To learn more or 
schedule a trip, contact our volunteer office at volunteer@rca.org.

Get involved in Oman:
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Learn about other opportunities to support missionaries and programs in Oman: 
www.rca.org/missionaries or contact Derrick Jones at djones@rca.org or 773-675-1791. 

For interest in missionaries and programs elsewhere in the Middle East, please contact 
Scott Engelsman at sengelsman@rca.org or 616-541-0892.



For more information and ways to get involved, visit:

WWW.RCA.ORG/MISSION

RCA Global Mission Staff

Kathy DeKock 
manager of Speakers Bureau and pledge system 

712-737-4952; kdekock@rca.org

Scott Engelsman 
supervisor of marketing, disaster response, RCA mission 

in Europe and the Middle East 

616-541-0892; sengelsman@rca.org

Kelli Gilmore 
coordinator for Global Mission communications 

616-541-0838; kgilmore@rca.org

Derrick Jones 
supervisor of RCA mission in Africa and Oman 

773-675-1791; djones@rca.org

En Young Kim 
supervisor of RCA mission in Asia and the Pacific; 

coordinator for Pacific and Asian American Ministries 

616-541-0858; eykim@rca.org

Luis Ruiz 
supervisor of RCA mission in North America, Latin 

America, and the Caribbean 

616-541-0858; lruiz@rca.org

Stephanie Soderstrom 
coordinator for Short-Term Mission 

616-541-0899; ssoderstrom@rca.org

JP Sundararajan 
director of Global Mission 

616-541-0883; jpsundararajan@rca.org

Gael Uwera 
operations manager for Global Mission 

616-541-0882; guwera@rca.org
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MISSION
What we do:

RCA Global Mission exists to strengthen 
and grow the global church by 
supporting ministries of compassion, 
developing leaders, and sharing the 
good news. 

VISION
Why we do it:

To provide engagement opportunities 
that are collaborative and mutually 
meaningful that help us live and love like 
Jesus around the world.


