
 
 

Would you like to receive these updates digitally? Please email Kelli at kgilmore@rca.org to be added to the email 
list. You will receive more timely updates from the missionary you support and help us be good stewards  

of our resources. 

 

Update from JJ TenClay 
March 2021 

 
Dear Friends, 

I hope this letter finds you well. 

I’d like to give you updates on three projects I’ve been working on for the RCA and RCA Global Mission. 

School Rebuilding and Trauma Care for Yazidi Children in Iraq 

In March 2020 we finished raising $40,000 for a project to rebuild a school and provide trauma care for 

Yazidi children in the Duhok region of Northern Iraq (Iraqi Kurdistan). Unfortunately, as COVID-19 turned 

into a global pandemic, the project was put on hold. 

I am happy to announce, however, that rebuilding efforts have now begun! The use of local labor 

ensures that people in the community have employment and full participation in work that will benefit 

friends and loved ones who have been deeply traumatized by an attempted genocide, displacement, 

starvation, and numerous other atrocities the Yazidi people experienced at the hands of the Islamic 

State (ISIS). Thank you to all who donated funds and have prayed for this project and the people served 

by it. We also thank Partners Relief and Development who have continued to serve vulnerable 

populations such as the Yazidis, going into areas where very few international organizations have access 

or are willing to serve. I ask you to join me in continued prayer as this project develops and as we look 

forward to the day when children—many of whom have not attended school in over six years—walk 

through the doors where they will receive education and continue the process of healing. All too often, 

people who have been forcibly displaced by violence are not able to return home; I’m grateful for the 

opportunity to support a project that is defying those odds. Stay tuned for more updates! 
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This is My Story: Migration Storytelling Project 

This is My Story: Migration Storytelling Project (www.faithward.org/migrationstories) was launched in 

January 2020 at the Mission 2020 conference but was sidelined beginning in March last year due to 

COVID-19. I’m happy to report that we now have 18 stories collected that focus on migration and loving 

people on the move, as told through personal stories, poetry, artwork, and media articles. Each story 

has an action step related to caring for people on the move, and a link to our resource page on How 

Christians Can Help Refugees and Displaced People. The project began as a storytelling platform related 

to refugees and other forcibly displaced people but has expanded to include all migration stories, 

including migrant workers, immigrants (1st, 2nd 3rd generation and beyond), asylum seekers/refugee 

claimants (including unaccompanied minors), refugees, international students, etc. 

This project has been a labor of love for me, as I have learned so much about the sacredness of 

storytelling and creating a safe space for people to share stories of migration during my past six+ years 

as a missionary working with people on the move. However, I need your help to increase the blessings of 

this project. Will you join me? Ways you can help are: 

1. Visit the webpage and read the stories, listen to the videos, and look at the artwork. Use these 

stories as resources for your faith community (in sermons, Bible studies, youth groups, small 

groups, etc.) to discuss global migration and how God may be calling you or your faith 

community to care for people on the move/people living in diaspora. 

2. Everyone has a migration story to share, whether it’s a personal/familial story of migration or 

it’s a story of being blessed by someone with a migration history. Will you share your story? 

Stories can be shared through: 

3. Written stories 

4. Videos 

5. Original poem 

6. Original song 

7. Prayer 

8. Artwork (with a summary of how it relates to migration) 

9. Photos (with a summary of how they relate to migration) 

10. Recipes (with a summary of how they relate to migration) 

11. Interviews 

 

Stories can also be posted anonymously if there are concerns about safety or security. Storytellers do 

not have to be affiliated with the RCA to participate. 

http://www.faithward.org/migrationstories


   
 

 

 

 
  

Share this project with others—the more who participate in this project, the merrier! Global migration is 

something that affects all of us, and the themes of migration and caring for people on the move are 

ones we see throughout scripture. 

  

Theology of Migration Resource Page 

More people are on the move or living in diaspora today than ever before. But our world is also greatly 

divided on issues of migration. Even in the church, we tend to view (and discuss) migration through 

political, national security, or even economical lenses, rather than through a primary lens of scripture or 

theology. I can’t help but wonder how the life and witness of the church (or even for us as individuals) 

would change if we actively engaged issues of migration—and caring for people on the move—as a 

spiritual practice, believing that God has called us to not only not oppress the foreigner, but to love and 

show hospitality for the stranger, the sojourner, etc. 

Is this something your faith community is discussing or acting upon? Are these scriptural/theological 

themes preached about in your church? Are they taught in Bible studies, small groups, youth groups or 

Sunday school, or other teaching opportunities? Are they reflected in the artwork in your worship 

spaces, or in the songs, prayers, or liturgies that center your worship? Are they present in the faces and 

voices of the people who enter your church, or in the relationships you hold dear in your community? 

To help churches and individuals within the RCA (and beyond) explore issues of migration from a 

scriptural/theological lens, I am creating a Theology of Migration resource page. The goal is to collect 

sermons, prayers, liturgies, original songs, and other teaching materials such as Sunday school lessons, 

youth group activities, Bible study materials, etc. that are created by people within the RCA that 

highlight themes of migration and caring for people on the move/people in a diaspora that can be used 

as resources for other individuals and faith communities. It is also a great opportunity to highlight the 

ways RCA individuals, churches, classes, regional synods, educational institutions, etc. are actively 

participating in caring for people on the move. 

Are you or your church interested in submitting resources to this project? Submissions can either be 

resources previously created (maybe your pastor preached a really good sermon on the holy family’s 

flight into Egypt, or your youth group participated in a clothing drive for migrant workers) or newly 

created (maybe this project inspires you to write a prayer for refugees or your small group to reach out 

to neighbors who are learning English as a new language and care for them). I hope to launch this 

resource page by late spring, but new resources can be added at any time. 

If you are interested in learning more about any of these projects, please contact me 

at jjtenclay@rca.org. 

As always, I am incredibly grateful for this opportunity to serve God and people on the move through 

RCA Global Mission, and equally grateful for your ongoing support. 

JJ TenClay 

Missionary and Refugees Ministry Coordinator 

RCA Global Mission 
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