
 

Wayne and Miho Jansen – Japan 
The United Church of Christ in Japan (UCCJ) sees our main commitment as educating 
people to become Christian ministers and leaders in Japan. Wayne teaches classes in 
the Practical Theology Department and is also teaching a Clinical Pastoral Practicum 
connected with Kichijoji Hospital in Tokyo. The two major goals are training ministers 
to be effective church pastors, and teaching students to better understand parishioners 

and themselves through hands-on clinical pastoral training.   
  

 

Blessings of 2021 
The greatest blessing was becoming closer to the students in my 
classes BECAUSE OF our need to switch back and forth from in-person 
to online classes. This bothersome situation was a catalyst in helping 
us and the students to cooperate in making classes deliver as much as 
possible. 
 

Challenges of 2021 
A major ongoing challenge is the Covid-19 pandemic. We are 
constantly going back and forth between online and in-person classes, 
and students and faculty are suffering from pandemic fatigue. It has 
affected our ministry in that we need to be ready for abrupt changes 
at any time, and we find difficulty when some of our students who 
are not so digitally equipped cannot get easily connected. That causes 
inequality between the students in the classes—especially as we have 
students ranging in ages from 19 to 85.  
 
Another challenge is the decline of our student body. Classes now often have fewer than half the students from 
when we began working at Tokyo Union Theological Seminary (TUTS) in 2002, so class dynamics are less animated 
than in the past. 
 

Hopes for 2022 
 We are looking forward to more in-person pastoral time with our students. 

 Goals: 
o To connect in person with each of the students I am personally responsible for as a homeroom 

teacher. 
o To write two articles to submit in TUTS’ theological journals. 
o To encourage students to reach beyond the theological boundaries they enter seminary with. 
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How We Can Pray 
Keep praying for the Holy Spirit to lead. In this pandemic, we mostly 
need wisdom to know how to deal with problems as they suddenly 
appear. We need prayer to help us continue as long-term pastors for 
the relationships we have had for decades and prayer for how to 
appropriately deal with unexpected changes for which we cannot fully 
prepare.  
 

Thank You 
Our supporting churches have been very good in sending us cards, 
letters, and emails of support. We received a gift from one church 
that we could apply to the seminary’s installation of a better Wi-Fi 
system which was a great need in this time of online classes and 
seminars. Our seminary can now understand better how the local 
churches that support us are a real part of our RCA partnership with 
the institution, and the UCCJ. Thanks to your generosity, we feel very cared for—truly blessed. 
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