
 

 

JJ TenClay – Refugee Ministries Coordinator 
I am blessed to work with many mission partners, but the three that I spent the most 
time working with in 2021 were the Christian Reformed Church in North America, 
Church World Service (CWS), and Partners Relief & Development. 

 
With the Christian Reformed Church in North America, I had the opportunity to continue as a 

blog writer for the CRC Do Justice blog, serve as a Core Team Member of the join CRC/RCA Journeys into 
Friendship Network (a group of people from both denominations who are interested in the biblical themes of 
friendship with those whom we often consider “the other” in our world, including immigrants/migrants, 
international students, refugees, and those who come from different faith traditions), and to connect with 
colleagues from World Renew regarding supporting refugees and those affected by natural disasters. 
 
I serve on the Faith Solidarity Team for CWS, composed of representatives from various Christian denominations 
in the U.S. and CWS staff members who meet at least monthly to discuss issues related to refugees and 
displaced people and how we can work collaboratively to meet their needs. We have worked nonstop since July 
2021 to assist in the resettlement efforts of 65,000 Afghan refugees who were airlifted out of Afghanistan and 
landed at U.S. military bases in the U.S. and beyond, while also advocating for compassionate care for other 
displaced people and people on the move.  
 
I also worked with Partners Relief & Development, raising awareness 
of the plight of the Yazidi people in Iraq and the Rohingya in 
Myanmar/Bangladesh, and raising funds through RCA Global Mission 
for education projects that serve both of these groups of people. 
Thanks to your generous support–both prayerfully and financially–
Partners was able to rebuild a school in Iraqi Kurdistan that now 
serves over 700 children; these children faced five years of 
attempted genocide, forced displacement, and near starvation by 
ISIS, but with the rebuilding of the school, they have been able to 
return home and begin healing from these atrocities. Partners also 
built a soccer field at the school with the money raised by RCA 
Global Mission. This soccer field serves as a means of promoting 
hope and healing, not just for the children of the community, but for 
adults as well. 
 
The Iraq project was such an amazing story of God’s love shared with refugees in a life-giving way that we 
decided to work with Partners Relief & Development, once again, and have committed to raising $60,000 to 
cover the costs to run eight schools in Myanmar and Bangladesh for approximately 550 Rohingya children. The 



Rohingya have been called “the most persecuted minority in the 
world” by the United Nations, and this persecution has increased 
significantly since 2017 since Myanmar stripped the Rohingya of 
their citizenship and have conducted multiple campaigns of deadly 
violence and forced displacement against the Rohingya people, 
most of whom now either live in refugee camps in Bangladesh or in 
internally displaced camps (guarded by the military, who rations 
the people’s access to food, clean water, medical care, etc.). These 
eight schools not only provide the students with education, but 
also clothing and shoes, school bags and school supplies, food and 

clean water, exam fees, and even transportation, as needed. The schools also supply training and stipends for 
the teachers, who are, themselves, refugees. We have currently only raised about one-third of the $60,000 
needed to fund this project, so if you or your church are interested in helping us meet our goal of funding all 
eight schools for one entire year (at a cost of approximately $140 per student), please contact me 
at jjtenclay@rca.org for more information. You can also give to this project here: www.rca.org/give/partners-
relief-and-development.  
 
Beyond working with these three partners, I had the opportunity to explore new partnerships focused on the 
care of refugees and other displaced people around the world, including partnerships in Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, 
Greece, and Mexico, while also reconnecting with previous partners in Italy. Whether these connections will 
bear fruit beyond spending time with other members of the body of Christ in prayer and discernment is yet to 
be determined, but it is a blessing, nonetheless, to meet these brothers and sisters in the faith and to learn more 
about the ways they are providing compassionate care for refugees and displaced people in the name of Christ. 
 

Blessings of 2021 
I already shared the story of rebuilding a school in Iraq for the Yazidi people above, and the outcome there was 
even bigger and more exciting than we could have imagined. The rebuild was put on hold for one year after we 
raised the funds due to COVID, to serve approximately 400 students, but God blessed the project even more 
than we could have dreamed by increasing the number of students to over 700 AND created an opportunity to 
build a soccer field, creating an additional tool for hope and healing for the Yazidi people. 
 
Another amazing story of God’s providence for refugees was the 
RCA’s response to the unfolding situation in Afghanistan. I cannot 
share much information in this update, due to concerns for safety 
and security, but what I can share is that RCA Global Mission was 
called to work with other trusted mission partners to provide 
evacuation efforts for Christians and other vulnerable people in 
Afghanistan after the U.S. government pulled the majority of our 
military forces out of the country and the Taliban quickly seized 
power. Many of the people being evacuated were put on kill lists by 
the Taliban or other terrorist organizations in the country, and they 
were at imminent risk of persecution and death. The RCA stepped out in faith in BIG ways to support these 
evacuation efforts, both through prayer support and financial support. I look forward to sharing more 
information in the future (when it is deemed safe to do so), but in the meantime, I ask that you continue to pray 
for the people of Afghanistan. 
 

How We Can Pray 
 Please pray for me as I continue to battle some health issues that occurred due to my time serving as a 

missionary in Italy.  
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 Please pray that I will be fully funded as a missionary so I can continue serving God through RCA Global Mission 
for 2022 and beyond.  

 Please pray without ceasing for people all over the world who are at risk of being forcibly displaced from their 
homes, who are currently fleeing, and who are looking for a safe, welcoming place of refuge. Consider choosing 
an area of the world, or a group of people, that are facing persecution, violent conflict, genocide, natural 
disasters or climate change, political corruption or instability, severe and pervasive poverty, etc., and commit to 
praying for them for a month, six months, or even a year.  

 Please pray for God to open our eyes, as well as our hearts and minds, to not only the suffering of refugees and 
displaced people but also to the blessings of providing Christ-like care to those seeking refuge.  
 

Additional Needs 
 I need one additional Partnership in Mission (PIM) share ($6,900) to continue serving as a missionary for the 

RCA. If you or your church are interested in increasing your support, changing your one-time or recurring gifts to 
a partial or full PIM share, or know other churches that may be interested in supporting this lifesaving ministry, 
please contact me at jjtenclay@rca.org.   

 Please consider joining CWS and our Faith Solidarity Team for the upcoming “Together We Welcome” 
Conference. Here is a link to the conference: https://cwsglobal.org/take-action/together-we-welcome/. We will 
be focusing on how people of faith in the United States can welcome the stranger who comes to us as a refuge, 
an immigrant, or an asylum seeker.  

 As of January 2022, there are still over 20,000 people who were airlifted out of Afghanistan by the U.S. 
government from July-September 2021 and need community sponsorship for resettlement. Can your church and 
community welcome them in the name of Christ? Please contact me for more information. 
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