
 

 

Nathan and Nozomi Brownell - Japan 
Our call from the Lord and the request from our partners is youth mission. This means sharing 
the gospel with the next generation. For this purpose, we operate a youth center, called 
“Greenhouse,” which is located in Yokohama, Japan. During the week, Nathan teaches English 
at a local junior and senior high school. This school was founded by the RCA more than 150 
years ago. Nozomi helps lead the Children and Worship program which reaches out to 
children and also trains Sunday school teachers and other Christian educators. On Sundays, 
we help local churches. Nozomi and our third son, Raymond, help lead the children’s 

ministries and Nathan preaches as needed, to provide relief for the local pastors.  
 

  

Blessings of 2021 
Restarts of the after-school program 
One exciting development during 2021 was the several—albeit brief—restarts of the weekly in-person, after-
school programs for junior and senior high school students. During the past two years, we have had to pause this 
program several times, due to emergency declarations. Fortunately, here in Japan, the junior and senior high 
schools returned to in-person learning relatively quickly (with various precautions). This meant that the youth 
center could observe how the schools and their sports clubs and other activities were handling the situation. 
When several such area programs restarted, we were also able to reopen in person. In this way, we were able to 
maintain the trust and understanding of the area schools and re-open when possible. 
 
Yurika’s study abroad and early return to Japan 
Yurika is a recent high school graduate. Yurika attended the Greenhouse almost every Thursday evening when she 
was a student. She has even kept in touch with us since going off to university. This past year, despite the 
pandemic situation, she was finally able to realize a long-held dream to study abroad. Her university has a sister 
school relationship with UCLA, and she was drawn to apply for the 
exchange program there. We (meaning Nathan and Madison, who is a 
mission-related teacher here) helped Yurika prepare for the study 
abroad academically with English, but also counseled her about some 
risks or problems that might arise during her time in California. 
Fortunately, the Lord had us in just the right place at the right time. 
Unfortunately, Yurika did encounter some problematic situations at 
UCLA. However, thankfully, she was able to find a Christian friend and 
extract herself from the problematic situations. Although she had to 
end her study abroad program early, she could do that without penalty 
and has returned to Japan. We are hoping to see her again soon. She 
has often exclaimed about how much the Greenhouse after-school 
program has meant to her over the years. We hope she will be able to 
share a testimony with the juniors this year. 
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I might want to be a part of this 
Another exciting story is the possible return of some students to the Greenhouse youth center from another area 
high school. The chaplains of that school understand the nature of our after-school program and support students 
who want to attend. Just before the Christmas holidays, when the pandemic conditions were relatively light here, 
a small cluster of students began to return. We had not seen students from that school for many months. We 
were all overjoyed! Unfortunately, for a complex set of reasons, there is an unspoken social allergy to religion in 
Japan. Perhaps related to one of the students in the group, who comes from a Christian home, but who had been 
feeling a little uncomfortable with her parent’s faith, later exclaimed to her mother after attending Greenhouse, 
“If this group is what Christianity is, I think I might want to be a part of this.”  
 
Successful publication of the translation of “Following Jesus” 
We have already reported, in an earlier newsletter, that Nozomi and her colleagues are celebrating the successful 
publication of the Japanese translation of the second book in the Children and Worship series entitled, “Following 
Jesus.” This is a great contribution to children’s education in Japan and has been a labor of love for several years. It 
is great to see the fruit of all those many hours, months, and even years. By “fruit” we mean the publication of this 
educational resource to the churches and thus the sharing of the gospel to the next generation. 
 
College and early career youth gatherings (next generation stepping up to lead, PTL!) 
Another exciting development is that two of our sons, Ken and Ray, are pioneering the opening of a gathering of 
college and early-career young adults. Because of the ongoing pandemic measures, many congregations are still 
unable to meet in person in consideration of their many senior members. Even before the pandemic, it was often 
hard to find young people in their age bracket at church, even though this is a metro urban area. These college 
and early-career young people are in serious need of active fellowship. It is a great joy to see the Holy Spirit at 
work in our sons’ lives, prompting them to reach out to their peers. 
 
Maintaining in-person worship  
Another blessing is that in part because of our being here, the 
primary church which we have been working with has remained 
open for in-person worship throughout the pandemic. Although this 
may be mainly because it was a small church of around just 40 
people before the pandemic, such that we could follow certain 
protocols without significant incident. Ironically, the larger the 
church the harder it seems to have been to remain open. We 
recognized immediately at the being of all this back in 2020, that if 
we were to close the church here, it would become very difficult to 
re-open. That has certainly been the case for many other churches 
in this area. Our family pledged to be at Sunday Worship every 
week, even if it were only our family and the pastor’s family. The 
Lord had us here to be with them during that crucial time. Fortunately, we were always joined by at least a couple 
of elders too, until the congregation could gradually begin to return.   

 

Challenges of 2021 
Pandemic related limitations and concerns 
Some of the challenges we have been facing are the various limitations due to the ongoing pandemic. Fortunately, 
most of the local restrictions have not been heavy-handed. This is because the Japanese government, under its 
current constitution and laws, lacks the authority to enforce such measures. It is alarming to see the news from 
many other countries. Fortunately, in Japan, there is still an effort to protect the citizen’s human rights. At the 
same time, because Japan has a somewhat different cultural mindset, there is a kind of social pressure to conform 
to what everyone else is doing.  
 
While this type of social conformity can, at times, provide a certain positive strength in numbers. At other times, it 
can put a lot of pressure on individuals. It can be good, such as when the ministry of education and the majority of 
the population wanted to keep the children in in-person learning as much as possible.  
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However, the cultural pressure toward conformity can also be overwhelming at times. Although Japan does not 
have an official mask mandate nor any official vaccine mandate, because of social pressure, nearly everyone has 
been masked in public and even outdoors for much of these past two years.  
 
Another issue is all the “social-distancing” and cancellation of so many events and venues of human contact. We 
have seen a marked increase in cases of depression and suicide even among youth. We are directly aware of 
actual suicide attempts. We are not talking about mere statistics but actual cases of attempts on their own lives by 
young people resulting in serious injury even in front of others. This is a great concern. We ask the Lord to put us 
in just the right place at the right time to make a difference. 
 
International travel restrictions and bans on re-entry 
Another problem is the various travel restrictions. We have not been able to travel internationally for more than 
two years. We very much hope to meet and talk with as many of you as the Lord makes possible. Needless to say, 
we have not been able to see Nathan’s family or any of the extended family in the U.S. in person since the summer 
of 2019. As will be detailed in another newsletter, in early 2022 our family here experienced a bout of COVID-19. 
The good news is we came through it. We should now have some degree of natural immunity, which should be 
durable. However, many airlines and countries still impose strict requirements.  
 
Multiple transitions to online learning 
As you or your loved ones may also have experienced, the 
repeated transitions to online learning have been a challenge both 
to educators like Nathan and for students like two of our sons.  
 
The restructuring of a partner organization 
Another challenge is the beginning of a necessary restructuring of 
one of our partner organizations here. This is also a prayer request. 
Please see below. 
 

Hopes for 2022 
It is our priority that we ask the Lord to have us in just the right 
place at the right time so that even one or hopefully many will 
come to know the Lord. 
 
The re-start of the Greenhouse after-school program for the junior 
and senior high school students and new area young adult (college 
and early career) gatherings are another set of priorities. 
 
Nozomi will focus on continuing the worship opportunities for the 
young children and the Children and Worship training sessions for Christian educators. 
 
Nathan will continue teaching at the junior and senior high schools and reaching out to students and colleagues 
there. He must also assist the restructuring project of an essential partner organization.  
 
We also hope to keep in touch with more of you during the year. Here are the three best email addresses at which 
to reach us: Nathan Brownell (Mission related mail: brownell@firstpurpose.org Or brownell@firstpurpose.jp), 
Nozomi Brownell (hopenozomi@me.com). 

 

How We Can Pray 
Please pray for the heartfelt needs of those suffering from social isolation and suicidal ideation. Pray that the Lord 
would use us to be there at just the right time to make a difference. 
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Please pray that some of the social pressure toward constant 
masking and automatic avoidance of others would be relaxed. Please 
pray for more chances for human contact, especially for the sake of 
the emotional health and stability of the youth. 
 
Please pray for the acceptance of various early treatments for COVID-
19 that will help mitigate the situation.  
 
Please pray for the lifting of the international travel restrictions and 
recognition of naturally attained immunity for those who have 
experienced and recovered from the virus.  
 
Please pray for the students who have been forced online for so 
many hours, days, weeks, months, and now years! Pray that the 
students would be able to break free so they can enjoy the outdoors, sunlight, and healthy exercise. And we must 
not forget the importance of participation in the worship of our Lord. 
 
Please pray for the new young adult outreach that the Lord has prompted two of our sons to help pioneer. They 
have been able to hold a small planning group.   
 
Please pray for the restructuring of a related mission organization, which is essential for maintaining the ministry 
here in Japan. 
 
Please pray for the Children and Worship training program noted above. 
 

Additional Needs 
Please donate to the Greenhouse youth center program support. Here is the link to the donation page on the 
Global Mission website http://www.rca.org/brownell   
 
Another concern that weighs on us, is the increasing maintenance costs and the eventual need to rebuild one or 
more of the Greenhouse facilities. If there are churches and or a cluster of donors who could help us rebuild, that 
would not only be a relief to the present mission, but it would help secure mission to the next generation. We still 
hope and pray that God will make a way for us to help welcome the next generation of missionaries to Japan 
someday.  

 

Thank You 
Working and living halfway around the globe, means facing a different set 
of challenges. However, the support of the churches and individuals in the 
U.S. consistently reminds us of the Lord’s sacrifice and provision. Your 
prayers and financial support help keep this outreach to the next 
generation in Japan going. At some of the most difficult times, we have 
felt the Holy Spirit and we have felt your prayers reaching us.  
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