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I’m writing this on the Friday we call Good because of its transformative, redemptive power. It’s appropriate for 

what I would like to share with you in this letter, as that power was so evident throughout my recent six-week 

visit to Ethiopia.    

This visit was a critical one. I was there to do a thorough assessment of the Christian/Muslim Relations program 

(which hasn’t been done for too many years) at the Mekane Yesus Seminary. I went with some important 

recommendations that will allow it to become a more effective tool for training Christian leaders, as well as lay 

the groundwork for what is hoped to be a new Center. We hope that the Center will extend the reach of this 

program beyond the seminary into the many Mekane Yesus churches (a denomination of 10 million members) 

that have large Muslim populations in their surrounding neighborhoods.   

I have much to share about this visit and will do so in the coming weeks, but wanted to use this occasion to tell 

you about a serendipitous experience that underscores why the Christian/Muslim Relations program is such a 

vital element of the ministry of this dynamic denomination.    

 

A SPONTANEOUS MOMENT OF PRAYER  

It happened the day before my flight back to the States when I was 

visiting the campus of a large congregation pastored by the former 

director of the Christian/Muslim Relations program at the seminary 

(now teaching part-time), the Rev. Dr. Masresha Mengiste. It was 

my first time here, so I got the full treatment, visiting every nook 

and cranny of this impressive plant with its multifaceted ministry.   

 

When we came to the sanctuary, it was surprisingly full given that 

this was a Wednesday morning. And it was rocking with about 5 or 

600 people of various ages dancing to the beat of songs being 

pumped out by an impressive praise band. The amps were turned 

up to 11 and the congregants were loving it.   
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RCA Global Mission does not receive denominational assessments or covenant shares. We depend on the 
faithful generosity of churches and individuals. 

  

Dr. Masresha told me this was a moveable gathering of 

Protestant Christians from around Addis Ababa (a city of 3 

million) who meet weekly for prayer; part of an international 

movement called 24/7 which encourages Christians to come 

together for prayer to empower the ministry of Christ’s Church.  

When we entered the sanctuary Dr. Masresha took me to meet 

the gentleman who was leading the prayer service who at the 

time was standing off to one side. We had to go outside to speak 

as the volume made conversation difficult. Dr. Masresha told him 

I was a visiting missionary working with the Christian/Muslim 

Relations program at the seminary. He was pleased to hear this as mission was central to his pastoral ministry.   

And then he did as Christian leaders in Africa and Asia tend to do with visiting missionaries and pastors—he 

invited me to say a few words to the gathering. In earlier years I would have hesitated to do something like this 

without preparation. But I had similar experiences in the Middle East and India, so I didn’t hesitate to say “yes.” 

Dr. Masresha served as a translator as I shared about my ministry and urged them to not only be in prayer for 

our leadership training program at the seminary but to realize that they, too, were called to be sensitive, 

compassionate witnesses to the love of Christ among their Muslim neighbors. 

As I finished, the pastor invited the congregation to a time of prayer for our program and then apparently said 

something that led about 8 or 10 people to emerge from the mass and make their way to the front with us. Dr. 

Masresha told me he had invited Muslim background believers (that is, former Muslims who had embraced 

Christ as Savior and Lord) to come forward so he could pray for them, as well. It was a tearfully moving moment 

for me, particularly when Dr. Masresha told me there were almost certainly more that could have come forward 

but were reluctant to be too public about their new identity. And then the pastor prayed for this ministry that in 

Ethiopia, more than any other place I’ve lived, has led to numerous people stepping forward to become disciples 

of Jesus even though the price they pay for it is often much higher than any of us can imagine.   

And that’s at least one reason why this program, dedicated to preparing seminary students for a sensitive, 

compassionate witness to Christ among their Muslim neighbors, is so vital to what the Church is about in 

Ethiopia. It’s because of this fruit.   

That leads me to end this missive with a resounding “thank you” for your ongoing support. It’s hard to 

overemphasize how important this support is—your financial support; your prayer support. And please do 

continue to be in prayer for the Kingdom fruit of this ministry.   

  

NEXT TIME:  MORE COMPLETE NEWS ABOUT MY VISIT 

 

 

 

 


