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June 2022 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
The past few months have been quite full: Marie graduated from Pella 
Christian High School, Ellie graduated from Pella Christian Grade School (8th 
grade), and Thekla from pre-school. Also, I started training my first French-
language pastor students, the girls and I attempted a French church service in 
Des Moines, and we’ve been managing without Aichatou in the home. Details 
follow below! 
 
First of all, the girls had an incredibly full spring with spring middle-school 
track for Ellie, varsity tennis for Laurey, and the spring production of “The 
Miracle Worker” for both Marie and Laurey, not to mention all the events 
surrounding Marie’s high school graduation. She’ll be attending the University 
of Northwestern-St. Paul (a Christian college where Billy Graham was once 
president) and majoring in music education with a required minor in Bible. 
Currently, the three older girls are involved with Child Evangelism Fellowship 
for the summer and conducting 5-Day clubs in parks, backyards, and churches 
(Laurey and Ellie), while Marie is the area summer coordinator and both 
teaching and handling logistics for the three CEF presentation teams. 

 
My work as the French language director for Coram Deo’s pastor training 
program has begun in earnest with the enrollment of 5 Congolese students 
this spring, who are immigrants and mostly work in agro-processing. They are 
part of a French-language church in Cedar Rapids. I have two more possible 
candidates from Marshalltown, IA, and some interested people in Ottumwa, 
IA, and Grand Rapids, MI. We’re mostly working through ZOOM video 
conferencing, but I have met everyone in person. It has not been an easy 
beginning for these students as they have dealt with illnesses, computer, and 
technological issues, and even been forced to find a new home after starting 
the first class. I told them that the enemy will make it difficult for them to 
become pastors and they’ve already seen it! 
 

Marie and I at 2022 Pella 
Christian High School 

graduation. 

Ellie at her Pella Christian 
Grade School graduation with 

sisters Laurey and Thekla. 
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As part of training French-speaking pastors wherever we find them, I’ve been led to explore launching French-
language worship in the Des Moines metro (about 50 minutes from our home). The RCA’s Bethany Reformed 
Church in Des Moines has agreed to let us use their sanctuary to see if we can get something going. We tried to 
have a service on June 5, but only attracted one person in the church and later learned that two other families 
drove by, but didn’t come in because they saw just two cars in the lot and assumed it had been canceled. One of 
those who drove by is a Congolese immigrant who told me that he grew up a Christian but hasn’t been going to 
church much since coming to the U.S. He said that he knew of 20 other Congolese families that might be 
interested if we held regular services. So, we have two more French services planned this summer and by fall 
we’ll determine if we can meet more frequently. 
 
Please keep the situation with Aichatou in your prayers. She was court-ordered for treatment but refused to 
cooperate and continue with her meds. She is not living with us but is instead in Waukee, IA, with another 
Nigerien immigrant family. The girls and I pray daily for her recovery and our reconciliation. While she is more 
stable than she was this winter, her personality is not like before and she clings to some bizarre delusions about 
me and sometimes she is not safe to be around. 
 
 
PRAYER AND PRAISES 

1. Give thanks for our graduates and Marie’s university decision. Pray for her transition to a full-time 
college student at the University of Northwestern this August. 

2. Please pray for a French-language church service in Des Moines and for the Lord to help us 
understand if we have a role in getting one launched. 

3. We thank God for our first five French-language students. Please pray God protects and 

encourages them as the four men and one woman all are very busy with other work, study, and 

family obligations, but recognize God has called them to pastoral service. Pray that God will 

continue to call other candidates. 

4. Pray for God to work a miracle in Aichatou’s life and to set her free from confusion and mental 

illness.  

 
 
 


