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Here are some updates about the Frontera de Gracia ministry in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, across from El Paso, 
Texas.  
  

Updates about Ciudad Juárez  
This morning, Pastor Samuel went to downtown Ciudad 
Juárez to share cereal (the small boxes) with people in the 
park. Usually, he takes some food to share and, in this 
way, he connects with people. He has a good eye for 
recognizing foreign people. He saw three individuals—
Antoni, Francisco, and Rosi. He saw that none of them 
had shoes. They hesitated to answer Samuel's inquiry but 
said that they were hungry and asked if he could help 
them with something to eat. Pastor Samuel took them to 
a nearby restaurant where they talked more about their 
journey. They said they came from Venezuela and that a 
lot of Venezuelans and people of other nationalities are 
being stopped in Ciudad de Mexico (Mexico City) by the 
local police—they are the ones who are taking advantage 
of the situation. “The police in Mexico took our phone and money,” they said to Pastor Samuel. “From there, we 
took a couple of trains and walked to get here to Juarez. We had no money and nothing, and that’s why we 
don’t have a chance to eat or buy shoes for our feet.”  
  
After the food, Pastor Samuel took them to an office run by the local government that helps people find a place 
to rest while they make some money and continue to pursue their dream: to enter legally into the United States 
of America. Finding shelter for them was Pastor Samuel’s first step.  
  

Ciudad Juárez—a border town  
As a border town, Ciudad Juárez, in recent years, has been a complicated place for migrants, and the migrants 
have made things complicated for the city. On May 10, 2023, Title 42 ended, which meant that Title 8 became 
the law of the land. The shift has brought some changes for all of us, but not many. Under Title 42, people were 
expelled from the USA without any explanation, and most of them could not ask for asylum. With Title 8, anyone 
admitted into the country could have a chance to plead or ask for their asylum before a judge. For migrants, the 
big difference was time and location: would they prefer to stay in Mexico or wait in the U.S.? For the thousands 

Pastor Samuel with Antoni, Francisco, and Rosi. 
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upon thousands of migrants arriving in Juárez hoping to leave their nightmare in Mexico and begin their dream 
in the U.S., less time in Mexico and more time in the U.S. was the reason to wait closer to the border. But this 
created a challenge for the city: where can these people wait in the city?  
 
The circumstances in the city ended up providing TWO ways to enter the USA: through CBPOne and Gates 36 
and 40. CBPOne is an app (the official app of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security) that foreigners can use 
to apply for an appointment at any official port in the USA/Mexico. In theory, this app created a chance for 
everyone to enter legally into the U.S.; however, the app rarely works properly. CBPOne was a release valve for 
a huge dam. It did the job, but not quickly enough to keep up with the number of migrants arriving every day in 
our city.  
 
It was this delay that created a second door (or two doors) that served to release more people in a “short time.” 
People began to wait at the actual border wall, specifically at Gate 36 and 40. This began on May 12, 2023, and 
lasted until May of 2024. The process was brutal but quick—at least in comparison to the other option. People 
wait for days or a week under the heat and dust of the desert and are eventually allowed to cross “legally” by 
the migrant patrol. As far as we know, people cross into the United States, but we don’t know if they remain in 
the U.S. permanently; we really don’t know what happens with people after they cross the border. This was a 
challenge for all of us: wait for an appointment with CBPOne or suffer for a week and enter the USA? Shelters 
began to wonder if we should tell people to wait for the CBPOne appointment (usually one to three months) or 
to go to the gates (of hell) and in a few days have a chance to enter the USA. Leaders and pastors decided to 
encourage people to apply and wait for CBPOne appointments, which have more benefits in the long run if you 
enter the U.S. But few people listened to our advice.  
 

    
 

Frontera de Gracia Shelter  
This month, we have about 35 guests in our church, although our capacity is for 45-50. We try to keep our 
numbers low because we don’t have more funds to cover the day-to-day operations, but we think that in the 
next couple of months, we might have to accept more guests—we hear that a caravan of migrants is coming 
toward the border. Antoni, Francisco, and Rosi tell us that many people are unable to move out of Mexico City: 
“Mexican police take your money and cellphone and make things more difficult to carry on. . . . The only viable 
way is by train, but it’s also complicated to do so without money and information. . . . Mexico City is huge. It is a 
monster city.” 

  
Calm 
Pastor Samuel said, “Right now there is calm in Ciudad Juarez, but our shelters are getting full.” It is calm in the 
eyes of the local leaders because, in the last couple of years, people have been sleeping under the bridges, near 
the border wall, and on the street in general. Since May 2024, we have not seen a lot of movement of people 
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sleeping on the street. We think that this is, in part, because many people are waiting in Mexico City and 
Tapachula, Chiapas (on the border of Mexico and Guatemala). Pastor Samuel had visited Chiapas recently and 
shared some of his pictures with us. Both places are full of migrants without a way to go north. Without the 
goodwill of the local police, they will remain there for a while. Furthermore, the U.S. border patrol became more 
aggressive in trying to stop any migrant at Gates 36 and 40. Now, any migrants, both men and women, are shot 
(rubber bullets) by the police patrol. Besides those bullets, migrants would need to cross several feet of barbed 
wire, which is almost impossible.  
  

Pray: 
 Pray for a better way to care—with dignity and respect—for those who arrive in our cities, so that we would 

be able to help them in the name of Jesus Christ.    
 

 Pray for shelters to be able to support and show hospitality to all who enter.  
 

 Pray for the local leaders and those who have the authority to welcome people in the USA.  
  
Rev. Angel Lopez – Missionary of Reformed Church in America  
Pastor. Samuel Lopez -Frontera de Gracia – Iglesia Nacional Presbiteriana de México 

 


