
Provide Pathways of 
Hope for Refugees

Italy Refugee Community Sponsorship Empowerment Fund

The Situation
In the past 10 years, the number of forcibly displaced people 
worldwide has doubled, leading to the largest number of forcibly 
displaced people in recorded history (59.5 million displaced in 
2014, with more than 120 million displaced by May 2024). 

Every year, thousands of migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers 
risk their lives on the treacherous Mediterranean Sea, desperately 
pursuing safety and a new beginning in Europe. In 2014, RCA 
Global Mission partner, the Federation of Evangelical Churches in 
Italy (FCEI) founded Mediterranean Hope, a non-profit organization, as a means to provide care for migrants, 
refugees, and asylum seekers traveling through this corridor. 

Mediterranean Hope is dedicated to creating safe and legal pathways for individuals from Africa and the 
Middle East to resettle in Italy and other European countries. The first arrivals came through the Humanitarian 
Corridors project in 2016—their newest avenue is through community sponsorships.

The Opportunity
Mediterranean Hope’s new community sponsorship 
model for refugee resettlement will invite individuals and 
churches to welcome refugees with Christ-like hospitality. 
Community partnership is a complementary pathway to 
government-run resettlement programs, allowing for an 
increased number of refugees to be resettled, and inviting 
individuals and churches to be active participants in 
welcoming refugees to their communities. 

Community sponsorship provides refugees with a more holistic resettlement experience, increasing the 
likelihood of positive integration into society, creating a sense of belonging, and facilitating a more trauma-
informed model of care for those resettling. Community sponsorship also fosters a positive, mutually beneficial 
relationship for both refugees and host communities. 

The community sponsorship program will focus on resettling Syrians, Afghans, and Sub Saharan Africans 
seeking asylum in Italy.



The Need
Community sponsors must raise the resettlement 
costs of individuals they sponsor. In Italy, sponsors 
need to raise an average of €20,000 to sponsor one 
person for 18 months (+ an additional €6,000 per 
family member). This covers the cost of housing, 
food, transportation, medical care, and other basic 
necessities. Your support will directly impact the 
lives of refugees by helping community sponsors 
cover essential resettlement costs, ensuring 
refugees arriving in Italy receive the care and 
welcome they need to thrive in their new homes.

Your support will help provide a grant for up to 
10 community sponsors in Italy to help cover 
resettlement costs. To qualify for a grant, sponsors 
must first raise 50 percent of the costs themselves.

$40,000 (our big goal)
covers grants for up to 10 community sponsors

$4,000 
provides approximately one grant for a community 
sponsor

How To Give
Online:  
Visit: www.rca.org/give/italy-refugee-
empowerment-fund/ 

By phone (U.S. only):  
Call Terri Boven at 616-541-0835. 
 
By mail:  
Make all donations out to the “Reformed Church 
in America” and designate to “Italy - Refugee 
Empowerment Fund.” Please send your check to:

U.S.
Reformed Church in America, 
Attn: Finance Dept.
4500 60th St. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49512

Canada
Regional Synod of Canada
PO Box 1583 STN Main
Woodstock, Ontario, N4S 0A7

Mediterranean Hope
Mediterranean Hope, a ministry of the 
Federation of Protestant Churches in Italy 
(FCEI), is a non-profit that helps welcome 
and resettle migrants and refugees in Italy 
and beyond and mobilizes the church and 
community to welcome sojourners.

JJ TenClay
RCA Missionary

As Refugee Ministries 
Coordinator, JJ works with 
ministry partners locally, 
nationally, and globally to 
provide compassionate, Christ-like care for 
refugees and displaced people. She also 
educates individuals and congregations on 
global forced displacement and the people 
affected worldwide, and equips them to live 
out the biblical mandate to care for those 
seeking refuge.

Connect with JJ:  
jjtenclay@rca.org
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Hannah Kummer
RCA Missionary

Hannah serves as a social 
worker with Mediterranean 
Hope, working primarily in 
the humanitarian cooridors 
program—a private admission, 
reception, and integration program offering 
safe and legal passage into Italy to asylum 
seekers. Hannah is also working with a team 
to develop a community sponsorship model 
to further expand possibilities for migrant 
and refugee resettlement.

Connect with Hannah:  
hkummer@rca.org


