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Dear Friends,

As most of you know, | am a second-generation missionary and my parents, Bob and Sue Kummer,
currently serve in church planting in the north of Italy in a small city called Sesto Calende outside of
Milan. It’s been such a comfort to live in the same country as my parents for the first time since | left
home for college. It’s also been a joy to discover an intersection where our ministries overlap and
where we are able to partner and support each other. Refugee care in the church is not a one size
fits all area of ministry, it’s as varied as can be—each church context is unique and meeting the needs
of people who have been marginalized is an ever moving target especially in turbulent times.

At times, refugee care is a move inward, coming alongside people already within our fellowship who
arrived as refugees. Other times, refugee care is an intentional outreach effort to live as merciful
peacemakers in our world, looking for ways to support people seeking asylum and ways to bring
them to safety. Sometimes one form of care leads to another form. In the case of my parents’ church
in Sesto Calende, both kinds of refugee care have become part of the life and ministry of the church
in beautiful and surprising ways.

For several years now, this church has been coming
alongside a young Nigerian man and woman, Mershark
and Tina, who each arrived in Italy separately on rafts
through the Mediterranean Sea and landed on the
island of Lampedusa. Once they both settled in the
north of Italy, they found each other and were
welcomed first as singles, then as a couple by the
church in Sesto Calende. The church accompanied
them through the joys and struggles of navigating the
legal hurdles of obtaining asylum, of seeking stable
work, securing suitable housing, and other areas of
need to support their growing family; they are now
married with a daughter and three sons!

My parents, Mershark, Tina, and their family.

Through this eye-opening experience, the church
caught a glimpse of the significant difference that can
be made when a refugee family finds belonging within a supportive church community—even where
there is no legal expertise or any sponsorship experience, but simply a desire to step in where God
provides the means. However, along the way, they’ve wondered how much more effective a church
could be if they had received professional and legal guidance or could tap into a network of
resources and connections. This is what Mediterranean Hope aims to provide to communities like this
church. Once we finally launch the community sponsorship program we have been developing, we
will be able to extend training on best practices, legal consultation, and the resources and



connections built over the last ten years of experience in migrant and refugee ministries across
[talian regions.

One major element of community sponsorship is raising the funds to become sponsors. Our aim at
Mediterranean Hope is to equip communities for successful fundraising, offering training on
fundraising approaches and strategies, creating realistic budgets and connecting communities to
relevant grant applications. By and large, fundraising is a counter-cultural concept in Italy. Knowing
this, our program development team is prioritizing ways to empower communities to step out and
engage in fundraising activities for the first time. Thanks to our partnership with the RCA Global
Mission, we launched a fund which we will continue to promote through June 2025, named the
Empowerment Fund for the very purpose of creating an opportunity to empower communities in
their fundraising efforts by rewarding them with a sum of funds after reaching a specific fundraising
benchmark. We hope to build a bank of at least $40,000 to contribute to the fundraising efforts of
at least 10 communities.

In conversations with my parents and with Mershark and Tina, they graciously agreed to tell their
story in support of community sponsorship and the Empowerment Fund. You can click here to hear
them tell their story. You can click here to learn more and make a contribution to the Empowerment
Fund directly.

Meanwhile, in Sesto Calende, new members Luke and Sean joined the church who had previously
served in Afghanistan with NATO. Ever since the Taliban takeover, they had been seeking every
possible avenue to rescue one particular Afghan family who was forced to go into hiding in the
neighboring countries of Pakistan and Iran due to the fathers’ previous work at the European Union
office. After knocking on every possible door to apply for the family to be resettled in the U.S,, it
seemed there was no way out for the family, despite all their efforts. This is the second kind of
refugee care, advocating for safety and resettlement on their behalf from a distance. | met Sean and
Luke soon after Ben and | first arrived in Italy while visiting my parents and attending church with
them. Their enthusiasm and desire to help this family was contagious, and together we dreamed
about the possibility for the family to be resettled in Italy through Mediterranean Hope. Two and a
half years later, | am so pleased to share the happy news that on Monday, Sean and Bob (my dad)
were able to join my colleagues and | at the airport to welcome the Ferozi family as they arrived
safely through a humanitarian corridor.

On this same plane out of Iran were the parents, brother and sisters of Arifa—who many of you have
heard me talk about—the cyclist whose story of tenacity and hope has been a compass to me for
remembering why I’'m in this work. As soon as they arrived, we accompanied both of these two
families on the multi-stop train ride north to the reception center where our reception partners
welcomed them. Such a long and tiresome journey finally finished.

g;
= N



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=abzUDJvO2qs
https://www.rca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Italy-Community-Sponsorship-Info-Flier.pdf

A huge embrace, reveling in an answer to so many desperate prayers, a choked-up exhale of relief,
and a new deep breath to welcome a new life ahead.

Challenges of 2024

Before we left Rome in August for our fall visit to
the U.S., Ben and | made the difficult decision
not to renew the lease contract of the apartment
where we had been living. Instead, we undertook
the task of a housing search for a new
apartment. This decision was made in the final
week before we left in the midst of the whirlwind
of preparing to pack out and leave the country,
colliding with the hectic deadline period of
submitting Italian taxes, a first for Ben and |I.

We would have stayed living there but, thanks to
the wise counsel of a close Italian friend from
church who gave us more cultural insight, she
helped us realize how the landlord had been

taking advantage of us. She pointed out that signing a new lease would have led us further in a
downward spiral of manipulative tactics, offloading expenses on us and increasing our rent beyond

our agreements.



Deciding to move out meant we needed to pack up our things in a matter of two days and find a
storage place to leave them during our months away. Ben and | were amazed at how our church
came around us and helped us move out on such short notice—offering their cars, their time, and
help loading the small storage unit.

We left Rome fully aware that we would be seeking a new place to live, at a distance, during a
housing crisis as the city approached the year of Jubilee—a year which occurs every 25 years—when
thousands make a pilgrimage to visit the Vatican. Though the practice of jubilee and of pilgrimage
are theologically rich, ironically in Rome, it has the reverse effect, impoverishing the local residents
and causing a sudden inflation of the housing market. Many rentals are flipped to host Airbnb’s,
intensifying the competition for affordable housing, while the prices creep upward approaching the
new year. For Ben and |, beyond being a stressful experience, it exposed us to the ugly reality of how
people fall into housing scams and can get trapped if they don’t have a way out like we did. It also
grew our empathy for foreigners who face discrimination when searching for housing. In an
extremely competitive market, nobody wanted to rent to us because Ben and | don’t have Italian
paychecks that they can easily trust and recognize, despite the fact that we have a sufficient and
consistent income! The obstacles multiply for foreigners much more vulnerable than us.

In God’s timing, two weeks before our return to Rome, after four months of rejections, we were
accepted for an apartment, which, to our surprise, exceeded our hopes as far as space, cost, landlord
relationship, local neighborhood, and my commute to the office. We are amazed by God’s provision
and receive it as a generous affirmation of our calling to be present here.

Please Pray

e Praise God for families coming to safety and being reunited after years of separation.

e Praise God for welcoming communities that have sponsored these families and paved the
way where there was no way.

e Pray for these newly arrived families as they acclimate to a new country and process
everything they’ve gone through to get to this point. Pray also for their sense of survivor’s
guilt, as they think of others less fortunate than them.

e For success in our fundraising efforts to grow the Empowerment Fund by June 2025.



