RCA

Global
Mission

Update from

April 2025

Dear friends,

Have you ever felt stranded in your life? Have you ever felt
that there is nowhere to go and you have no plan b? Many of
our guests and foreigners at Frontera de Gracia feel this way at
the border in Ciudad Juarez across from EIl Paso, Texas. New
laws, new governments, and nowhere to go.

Life is a bit slow for migrants at the border, they must wait.
Migrants came here because they believe that the other side of
the border is a better place for them, their children, and their
grandchildren. This year, and perhaps the next several years,
crossing over to that new hopeful life on the other side of the
border will be a hard dream to fulfill. Today in Juarez,
foreigners are stranded, not able to go north or south, not even
to work or get help to return to their countries because of the
new laws of Mexico and the United States. How long will people
be able to survive such uncertainty? How long will God let this
happen?

For several years, groups from churches have come to visit us
and see, touch, and experience the border of Ciudad Juarez/El
Paso. Each group has encountered different realities of
migrants each year; perhaps the most significant view of the
border is to witness thousands of migrants at one point and almost none waiting at the border. If you
visit us today, you will see that hope is in the air for many of our guests, keeping faith in God that
one day the door will be opened, and they will cross legally and without fear.

Here is one of the encounters of one of our friends, Deb, in Ciudad Juarez.
/t’s been difficult to describe our family’s recent trip to Juarez, Mexico.

Though we enjoyed the parts of our trip that celebrated cultural awareness and the rich gifts of
language, food, traditions, history, and culture that Mexican culture offers, our trip wasn'’t a
vacation.

Though we visited several migrant shelters, our trip wasn’t a mission trip. The purpose wasn’t to
volunteer and help migrants or support those working with them.

Would you like to receive these updates digitally? Please email Kelli at kgilmore@rca.org to be added to the email
list. You will receive more timely updates from the missionary you support and help us be good stewards
of our resources.
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Though we met with, ate with, and spent extended
time with the staff at Frontera de Gracia (Borders
of Grace), a ministry that provides shelter, medical
care, and basic needs for immigrants, our five-day
trip was too short to immerse us in the day-to-day
realities experienced by the staff or the migrants
staying at the shelter. It wasn’t an immersion trip,
either.

What our trip was is something I’'m still
processing.

The best | can do is to share words that come to
mind: hospitality, learning, and proximity.

During our trip, we observed and experienced beautiful hospitality. The staff at Frontera de Gracia
provide their migrant guests not only physical shelter but also shared meals, a place of worship,
and a community with laughter, support, and love. We were equally welcomed by the Frontera de
Gracia staff and Angel’s family.

We learned a lot on the trip. We were invited to listen, learn, observe, ponder, pause, and reflect
in the physical context of the southern border. In doing so, we were invited to be in proximity with
migrants at the border.

We touched the border wall, saw tattered clothing on the razor wire in sections of the border, and
saw and smelled the discarded water bottles, clothing, and food wrappers along the border area.
We met migrants leaving the El Paso airport to their final destinations in the United States, shared

a meal with migrants staying at Frontera de Gracia, and extended and received greetings from
migrants staying at other shelters in Juarez. We heard stories of families who traveled from
Columbia, Guatemala, and Venezuela and were invited to hear their hopes and dreams for a
better life in the United States.

Immigrant policies, transnational migration patterns, and “the border situation” are so often
relegated to newspaper or digital headlines, soundbites on social media, and talking points for
politicians. These issues became different for us as our proximity changed from that of a distant
observer to that of a guest, friend, and fellow image-bearer of God.

While we didn’t come home with answers to the border situation or immigration issues, we did
come home knowing that God is present at the border, that God is at work on both sides of the
wall, and that God will continue to be at work, not only in Juarez and El Paso, but also in our
hearts as we discern how we might continue to be in proximity with migrants, with brothers and
sisters in Christ who have had to leave home in search of a new one.

How can we pray?

-Pray for governments to legislate just laws for ‘the least of these’

- Pray for leaders and pastors at the border

- Pray for our service trip groups that visit Frontera de Gracia this year (April and
November)

In the great hope in Christ that we share,
Rev. Angel Lopez

RCA Global Mission does not receive denominational assessments or covenant shares. We depend on the
faithful generosity of churches and individuals.



