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Dear friends,

On Sunday, June 8—Pentecost Sunday—RELISH (Reformed English-Language International Service
of Hannover) celebrated its tenth birthday. Ten years ago, the World Communion of Reformed
Churches (WCRC) moved from Geneva, Switzerland, to Hannover, Germany, and discovered a deep
need for an English-speaking worship ministry for its very international staff members and their
families. At the time, Rev. Gretchen Schoon-Tanis (whose husband Phil served as the Director of
Communication for the WCRC) was asked if she would be willing to organize a monthly worship
service in English for the WCRC staff and other interested English-speakers. She gracefully accepted
the challenge and, together with the local Reformed Church in Hannover (Ev.-reformierte
Kirchengemeinde Hannover), began holding worship services in English.

This past week, we gathered together with the church’s German congregation to celebrate this joyful
occasion. Fittingly, Chelsea and | were joined in worship leading by several other brothers and sisters
in Christ: pastors from Germany, Indonesia, and Lebanon, helped lead the service; the RELISH choir
performed an African American spiritual (with members coming from Bolivia, America, Namibia,
Finland, Scotland, and South Korea), and the offering going to help churches in Syria.

An important thing to note about this Pentecost service is that it wasn’t easy to organize.
Coordinating with people from different languages and different cultures is difficult. Preparing
scripture readings and worship songs in both German and English is time-consuming. Making sure
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that everyone is represented and that everyone has a voice requires intentionality. It would have
been so much simpler to do everything ourselves, to prepare worship in the language that was most
familiar to us, to pick songs that we already knew. But we trust that there is a benefit to going
outside our comfort zone, to lifting up other voices, to challenging ourselves to do new things.

That’s a big part of the reason that we believe in the importance of ecumenical work. “Ecumenism”
means Christian denominations working together to develop closer relationships and to promote
Christian unity. Just as it would have been simpler for Chelsea and me to have prepared the RELISH
Pentecost service all by ourselves and only focused on our own congregation, it would be easier for
denominations throughout the world to only focus on their own contexts, challenges, and
congregations. But the easy way is not necessarily the best way.

When brothers and sisters in Christ come together from different cultures, languages, and
backgrounds, the Holy Spirit works to match our gifts and needs in surprisingly joyful ways. The
formation of RELISH is a perfect example: there was a need (English-language worship for
immigrants in Hannover), which the Holy Spirit filled with certain gifts (space contributed by a
German Reformed congregation, pastors sent by RCA Global Mission, organizational support
provided by the WCRC). That’s the goal of organizations like the WCRC, too: bringing denominations
from around the world together to meet each other’s needs so that Jesus Christ might be glorified
by their love for one another.
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Above left to right: Chelsea with WCRC Staff, A view of the Lampens’ street, and the Lampens with the
McClintics and Meeters.

This October, in Chiang Mai, Thailand, the WCRC will gather together Reformed and Presbyterian
Christians from around the world with the theme “Persevere in Your Witness.” Chelsea will be
serving in the role of lead chaplain for the event. Founded 150 years ago as the “Alliance of the
Reformed Churches throughout the World holding the Presbyterian System,” the World Communion
of Reformed Churches will continue to persevere in faith in Jesus Christ and “to strive for the
promise of an abundant life for all.” When we come together in the name of Jesus, the Holy Spirit
works to deepen relationships and to meet needs. We encourage you to pray for this gathering, that
as we do the difficult work of meeting together, our witness of the love of Christ might persevere.

1. Please pray for RELISH's new Life Groups, that they may be communities where disconnected
people find deep connection to Jesus Christ and to each other.

2. Please pray for the World Communion of Reformed Churches (WCRC), as the staff prepare for
the worldwide WCRC General Council, held once every seven years, taking place this year in
Thailand in October over the course of three weeks. Pray for Chelsea as she will be apart from

RCA Global Mission does not receive denominational assessments or covenant shares. We depend on the
faithful generosity of churches and individuals.



Jeff and the kids. Pray that she would find the strength and peace necessary to guide and
support this important work through being the head chaplain for the General Council.

3. Please pray for the Lampens’ immigration paperwork to be processed timely, as they currently
find themselves working through bureaucracy in the midst of immigration limbo.

4. Celebrate with us that Lorelei (11), Caspian (7), and Evander (3) continue to learn German and
make new friends, and that Lorelei has been accepted at a local Christian school as she prepares
to enter middle school!

5. Celebrate with us that on Pentecost Sunday RELISH turned 10 years old! God is faithful!
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 Above /eft to right: On a boat at the zoo and enjéy'ng soﬁve donuts!
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