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How long does it take to translate the Bible?

That question is one of the most frequent questions | get asked. One answer to that question could
be: less than ever before. Technology and software have revolutionized the process for getting God's
Word into more and more languages around the world. What took decades in the past, now is
typically completed in years. At the forefront of that transformation sits a computer program called
Paratext.

What do you do?
That is another question that | often get asked. | teach people how to use Paratext.

Over the past 30 years, | have been able to train people from around the world on how to use
Paratext. In the 1990's, Paratext was more or less a basic text editor. With Paratext, the Bible
translator no longer needed to open and close separate files for each chapter of the Bible. With a full
Bible project, that meant they had more an 1,000 files to open, close, and maintain. Paratext could
load the entire Bible with a single click. Even in those first versions of Paratext, the translator had the
ability to find anything anywhere in the Bible or quickly fix problems throughout the Bible. When
introduced to Paratext for the first time, one translator said, | wish we had this program when we
started 10 years ago.
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Over these past 30 years, Paratext has changed tremendously. It has been my privilege to have a
part in guiding the development and improvements. At times, | was the voice of those on the field
who needed the software to do tasks that were challenging and time-consuming for translators. Over
the years, Paratext continued to change so that the work was easier but without sacrificing quality.
Faster but also better was the goal. | remember a translator saying, "I want our translation to be
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perfect.” Paratext became the primary tool to manage, maintain, and move towards a faithful and
meaningful expression of God's Word in thousands of languages.

It was exciting for me this morning to see a YouTube video which highlights the Paratext program.
Typically, promotional videos will highlight translation projects in some exotic part of the world.
Those videos are inspirational and | love to watch them. However, this video highlights Paratext. So,
in a sense, it highlights what | have been doing these past 30 years.

So, what do | do? | teach people how to use Paratext.

The video is called, "The Heart of Bible Translation: Paratext”.
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The Heart of Bible Translation: Paratext
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VRaTBrg8EEI

If you don't have access to a link, search for a channel on YouTube called Paratext, adding the
description, "next-gen Bible translation.” | hope you find the video and also realize that your support
in prayer and giving has been a part of this journey.

Always thankful for our partnership,

Brian and Donna Renes

RCA Global Mission does not receive denominational assessments or covenant shares. We depend on the
faithful generosity of churches and individuals.
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