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Dear friends,

If you are wondering what is going on at the border and in the United States, here is an update and
stories from the ministry of Frontera de Gracia. Psalm 42 is one of my prayers today for the
immigrant community in the United States and for the people in Mexico.

We are going South!

Maria and her children (four years old and six years old) left their country almost two years ago. Her
sister was already in Chicago waiting for her. They crossed borders and rivers, including one that
almost carried away her firstborn in a strong current. Another mom was able to catch one of the
children while Maria was saving the other. That night at the camp, she cried in silence as she heard
that other parents lost their children in the same river.

The next day, Maria and her children continued their journey to the north. Encouraged by the
resilience of other mothers and children, she crossed Costa Rica and Nicaragua, and in Guatemala
she took strength from the size of her group as she entered with them into Chiapas, Mexico. Life was
hard again in Mexico, and she felt the toll of the journey on her body. Her children did not sleep or
eat well, and neither did she. Her weight loss was evident.

Throughout the couple of weeks it took to cross Mexico, she trusted no one. The most unbearable
part of her journey was seeing her children go hungry and begging others for something to eat.
Everything she got went to her children first, and to herself last.

Eventually, when she crossed legally into the United States, she took a plane from El Paso and
arrived at her sister’s. She remembers sleeping for two days in a row in her sister’'s bedroom. A
month or two later, she got her work permit and began to work any shift that allowed her to also
manage her children. Her sister also helped take care of the children. Finally, they were able to rent
an apartment for themselves that they didn’t have to share with others.

Recently, when several of her friends received letters telling them they must leave the United States,
Maria wondered if her work permit would be cut short as theirs had. She had many questions: Could /
stay with my children here and apply for a different status? But how would | pay more to my
attorney? Or should | go back home?

Hard times

It is harder to be an immigrant these days, said a friend of mine. “We are tired of living here. We are
working hard, but we are planning to work for a couple more months and go back to Mexico and
then to our country.”

Would you like to receive these updates digitally? Please email Kelli at kgilmore@rca.org to be added to the email
list. You will receive more timely updates from the missionary you support and help us be good stewards
of our resources.



mailto:kgilmore@rca.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2042&version=NRSVUE

“We are splitting our family; half will go this month, and in a couple months we will follow them.”
“I work all day, | buy my food once a week, and then | go home right away ... even though | am legal
in this country, | am afraid to be deported.”

Nowadays, Psalm 42 is at the center of my prayers: “Why, my soul, are you downcast?” (NIV) People
are wondering if they can rest in the midst of all the uncertainty in this country. People are praying
for safety, for work, for strength to continue their journey of waiting for their next ICE or court
appointment. Are these appointments the last time they will see their families together? Will ICE take
them up right there? Where will they end up? In Mexico, Costa Rica, Panama, or in their own
country? Not long ago, a friend called me from Venezuela saying that she is back at home. Another
call came from a friend who told me that his brother was taken by ICE as he was arriving for a
routine appointment. He was later deported.

The months of July and August will be crucial for many of our friends in deciding whether to leave or
stay in the country. Many in our community are worried about losing their work permit and, with that,
their jobs. Work permits are being shortened, even some that still have several months before they
expire.

At the border

At the beginning of this year (2025), there were
almost no people arriving or crossing to either side
of the border. Now, at the end of June, we have seen
many people crossing the border, mainly from North
to South. Pastor Samuel has seen Mexicans and
foreigners being deported at the Ciudad Juarez
border. Most Mexican deportees receive help from
the local authorities, including some money to be
able to stay here for several weeks and find a job or
to help them relocate to their places of origin.

Frontera de Gracia has its doors open for people to spend the nights or stay here for a while.
Back at the border, the streets of Juarez are populated by newcomers from the United States,
wondering if they have a chance to go to Mexico City or carry on to South America, where they
came from one or two years ago.

There are a lot of questions on both sides of the border.

One of the effects of the new movements of people is that many children and moms are left behind.
Young, single, and able-bodies make the journey back to the South, but women and children are
struggling to carry on. In Juarez, you will see mothers carrying their belongings and their children
with them on the streets. Two or three moms will get together and care for everyone’s children.

Pastor Samuel grocery shopping with mothers and their children.

RCA Global Mission does not receive denominational assessments or covenant shares. We depend on the
faithful generosity of churches and individuals.



Gracias

Thank you for your support. Because of your generosity, we are able to share food, water, and a safe
place to help those waiting at the border. We are making a difference. Thank you for your kindness.

Prayers
e Pray for those crossing the border once more. May they find rest and their way back
home. May God give them wisdom on what to do next.

e Pray for those moms who continue caring for their children by themselves. May they find
rest and a safe place for their children.

e Pray for both countries—Mexico and the United States—that they have compassion for the
least of these.
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