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Dear Friends,

Ecclesiastes 3 tells us there is a time for everything—living and dying, weeping and laughing,
mourning and dancing. But what happens when these things seem to happen so close together?
What if they happen simultaneously?

This past week, | was at work, where | share an office space with the rest of my immediate team. It all
seemed business as usual—answering emails, writing reports, organizing group itineraries—when we
had an unexpected visitor.

Jobeyda, who is one of the Tesoros de Dios students, receives vocational skills training, physical
therapy, and equine therapy each week. She is normally seen getting around the center in a
wheelchair, and occasionally using a walker. So you can imagine my surprise when she strolled into
our office on the second floor (we don’t have an elevator) alongside one of our physical therapists,
Sharon.

She was adamant about going up the stairs, because even though she’s been coming to Tesoros de
Dios for years, she had never seen what the offices on the second floor look like. She came in, sat
down, talked to us for a while, and then demanded Sharon help her walk to the office next door, and
the one after that.

| was inspired by her motivation and later learned she even did the whole thing wearing ankle
weights! Jobeyda is working towards her goals and is seeing tangible progress. This is a time to
celebrate; Lord, be near.

>

Left: Jobeyda visiting our Director
and Director’s Assistant on the
second floor.

Right: Jobeyda walking on the stairs
with help from one of the physical
therapists, Sharon.

Would you like to receive these updates digitally? Please email Kelli at kgilmore@rca.org to be added to the email
list. You will receive more timely updates from the missionary you support and help us be good stewards
of our resources.
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Shortly after Jobeyda’s visit to our office, though, we received a very disheartening prayer request
from one of the families. Jassarely, a young girl with Cerebral Palsy, was recently hospitalized due to
some health complications. After spending some time in the hospital, she was discharged after the
doctor informed her parents there is nothing else they can do for her as she isn’t improving and is
consistently losing weight. Her family is trying to make her comfortable while they wait for her
passing. This is a time of mourning; Lord, be near.

This is the reality we face when working with so many families facing so many different situations.
Ecclesiastes 3 doesn’t just happen in a lifetime, it happens in a day. In all moments, Lord, be near.

| am thankful to be part of a team that is working holistically, so that kids like Jobeyda not only have
access to necessary therapies, but that these therapies work together. It was not just physical
therapy that helped Jobeyda walk up the stairs, but her equine therapy, which helps with her balance
and coordination, her special education classes that help her to communicate in a healthy way her
wants and needs, her devotional time that gives her the confidence as a beloved child of God to
recognize and work towards her goals.

| am also thankful to be part of a team that doesn’t just work with the students, but with their
families, so that parents and caretakers have the knowledge and resources they need in the home.
Jasserely’s parents have been taught by our physical therapists how to position her and perform
stretches and massages that will help make Jassarely more comfortable. Her parents have and will
continue to receive counseling services to help them process difficult emotions as well as receive
support from our chaplain during this hard season.

Friends, the Bible has promised us that there will be days like this—days to celebrate and days to
mourn. The good news is that God knows what the days ahead of us hold and he promises to be with
us through them all, to the end of time. Let’s join together in prayer:

- For Jassarely’s family as they go through this difficult season, and for many other families
who are facing their own struggles right now.

- For guidance as we seek to serve all 153 families in each of their unique circumstances and
needs.

Many blessings,
Nicole Opgenorth

RCA Global Mission does not receive denominational assessments or covenant shares. We depend on the
faithful generosity of churches and individuals.



