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Dear Friends,

Below are reflections and stories from our Fall 2025 The penple of South Africa ¥
mission trip to South Africa. Thank you for walking with and | warmly welcome you

X to our beautiful country.
us in prayer, purse, and presence. Enjoy your stay with ys.
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Seeing, Hearing, Clapping: Our October 2025
Mission

In October 2025, two retired RCA ministers, a children’s ™
minister, a gifted storyteller, and | set out on a mission
trip to South Africa with a simple but profound purpose:
to see, to hear, to clap—and to ask, “How can we
help?”

We saw God’s majesty in the jacaranda trees of Pretoria, blooming purple above us.

We heard the echoes of history in the story of young Hector Pieterson, whose death became a
defining cry for justice.

We clapped with joy as we watched a male lion stride past us and celebrated a cheetah resting
beside its fresh kill.

And we did all three when we reached Botshabelo, where Setshabelo Family and Child Services
welcomed us with warmth and purpose. At the Therapeutic Home for neurodiverse children, we
shared in laughter, games, and pure joy.

Would you like to receive these updates digitally? Please email Kelli at kgilmore@rca.org to be added to the email
list. You will receive more timely updates from the missionary you support and help us be good stewards
of our resources.
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We worshiped with churches, sang with children at the School for the Deaf and Blind, and broke
bread with the SFCS staff and board. By the time we boarded our plane home, we knew our mission
had been fulfilled:
We saw.

We heard.

We clapped. And we returned encouraged by a ministry that stands as a model for the world.

Churches Partner

The Ministers’ Forum in South Africa continues leading with conviction,
grounding their efforts in James 1:27 and mobilizing local families to
welcome vulnerable children.

Meanwhile, churches in the United States—including the RCA—
support this mission through prayer, purse, and presence, ensuring
children can grow up in loving families within their own communities.

Together, South African congregations and U.S. partners are forming a
powerful circle of care around these children.

A Princess Among Us

Princess Bele, a 10th grader at Lenyora la Thuto Secondary School, is
part of Khosatsana and Khosana— “Princesses and Princes” in Sesotho.
The group was formed after the heartbreaking pregnancy of an eight- Ministers’ Forum at a local
year-old learner, and today it supports students who are parents, church
survivors, or living in child-headed homes.
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During our visit, Princess Bele bravely shared her story—speaking through tears about bullying,
assault, and despair. In a class filled with compassion and guided by SFCS social workers, she is
rediscovering her faith and owning her voice.

To all who heard her, she was not a victim but a daughter of the Most High God—a true princess.

Where Healing Lives: Setshabelo Safe Home
Lebo, age 22, looks much younger. A survivor of intimate-partner violence, she spoke of the Safe
Home with a shy smile: “This place is home.”

This three-year-old home has welcomed many—women, girls, and even men—seeking refuge from
violence. Two male graduates shared how they, too, found safety, nourishment, prayer, and healing
here.

RCA Global Mission does not receive denominational assessments or covenant shares. We depend on the
faithful generosity of churches and individuals.



Healing is not just offered—it is lived and passed on.

Return to Belhar
Cape Town is one of the most beautiful places I've ever visited—where oceans meet, penguins

wander, and the Belhar Confession found its voice.

Dr. Godfrey Baartman welcomed us at the church in Belhar where the synod met in 1986 to ratify the
confession. He shared how Belhar began as a student-written call to unity, reconciliation, and justice

during apartheid. R

His prayer remains that Jesus’ longing for oneness would take root again—in South Africa and
everywhere Belhar is lived.

Closing: Ke a Leboha — Thank You

Thank you. Your prayers, your purse, and your presence continue to bring:
e good news to the poor,
e |loving homes to orphaned children, and
e safety to those fleeing violence.

Ke a Leboha—thank you, in Sesotho.

RCA Global Mission does not receive denominational assessments or covenant shares. We depend on the
faithful generosity of churches and individuals.



How You Can Continue Supporting This Mission

Prayer

¢ Pray for SFCS staff serving tirelessly on the front lines.

* Pray for South African churches welcoming children into loving homes.

* Pray for me as | serve alongside Kaybe, the staff, and our global partners.

Purse

* Thank you for your generosity during challenging economic times.

* Whether a mission share or a monthly offering, your giving matters.

« If hardship affects your giving, remember: something is always better than nothing.

* If able, consider supporting a full PIM share of $7,000 per year. Or a one-time gift of $2,000 to
cover the entire cost of an adoption for a loving family who can't afford to pay the costs.

You can give here: www.rca.org/kingdom.

Presence

« Join me February 12-23, 2026.

* The trip will include Soweto, a game drive, Cape Town, and Botshabelo with SFCS.
* Registration details are coming soon.

| want to leave you with one final story of a father and son who have now become family thanks to
Setshabelo Family and Child Services (SFCS). Thank you for supporting families like theirs and our
partners at SFCS who continue to do the hard, yet joy-filled work of helping orphaned and
vulnerable children find loving homes in their communities.

RCA Global Mission does not receive denominational assessments or covenant shares. We depend on the
faithful generosity of churches and individuals.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NkIxyQr0i-8

