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A glimpse at what your support
made possible:

When we evaluate a year at the Biblical
Seminary of Colombia, it can be a temptation
to think in terms of how many classes were
taught, how many conference talks were
given, the number of sermons preached, the
hours of pastoral care offered, or the online
courses that were developed. But the truth is,
all of those activities are oriented towards our
students at the Biblical Seminary of Colombia.
When we think about a year, we think about
them; we think of the class of 2025.

The 42 students of the graduating class of FUSBC Class of 25

2025 (36 students from our undergraduate

programs and 7 from our master’s program)

represent God'’s faithfulness to the Colombian church. They are testimonies to how God has raised up
and formed men and women to guide the church in participating in God’s mission. Here are a few
examples:

e JesUs came to the Seminary fresh out of high school in his small rural town. Everyone joked about
how naive he was, but we also enjoyed the carefree, joyous spirit he brought to any situation.
Through his process of formation at the Seminary, mentoring from our professors, and an
internship in a local congregation, he has grown into a solid leader for his church. He is now
returning to his town to support his local church and offer training for other churches in his
denomination.

e Stefania and her husband were called to pastor a struggling church in Chicago, made up mostly of
Latin American immigrants. While studying and adapting to a new culture, they worked tirelessly to
revive the church and are now celebrating a season of growth.

¢ Ivdn and his wife are leaders in YoungLife in the Bogotd area. While studying, he oversaw their
outreach to university students and a new ministry among deaf youth. Now, with a deeper
knowledge of Scripture and enriched reflection on his ministry, he and his family are moving to
Brazil to strengthen university ministry there.



Above left to right: Our family with Stefania and her family in Chicago, Amos with Jesus at graduation

We could talk about each one of these 42 students, because Andrew taught every single one of them,
and in many cases had them in multiple classes. Many of them were not just students, but also friends
for our family. Thank you for your prayers and generous giving that allow us to walk alongside these
students as they grow in their gifting and vocation, following God in
mission. We are also particularly grateful for the way that giving to
the Seminary’s scholarship fund has helped many of these students
pay for their studies. Through generous giving from churches and
individuals, RCA Global Mission was able to provide scholarship
support for 21 of the students of this graduating class. Thank you for
blessing them!

Speaking of people graduating, the other event that marked 2025 for
us was Andrew graduating from a Master of Theology (ThM) program
at Western Theological Seminary. Our family spent the 2024-2025
school year in Holland, Ml, so that Andrew could study and grow in
the areas of theological reflection, research, and writing. It was a rich
learning experience for him that helped him to take meaningful steps
towards doctoral studies, as well as a refreshing time for our family.
We are grateful for this time of growth, and we are excited about the
doors it is opening for our next chapter of ministry here in Latin
America.

Andrew’s ThM graduation, Western Sem

Challenges of 2025

When we returned to Colombia and the ministry of teaching students at the Seminary, Andrew was
confronted with what has been a growing challenge for our ministry: a significant shift to online
education. For some years now, the Seminary has seen a decline in students in our in-person program,
while we have also experienced consistent growth in our online program. This is a reality in Bible
institutes and seminaries around the world, but we felt it acutely in the second half of 2025. Andrew
has always taught some online courses, yet this past semester, three of his four courses were virtual, as
well as the student whose thesis he was supervising.

There is tremendous blessing in being able to “meet students where they are” with quality online
education. However, it also presents many challenges. How do we adjust teaching to connect with
online students? This is particularly challenging when many students cannot dedicate sufficient time or
attention to their studies. How can we be a pastoral presence for these students? With in-person
students, you can often observe them and build a relationship that is open for pastoral care in a way
that is much more difficult to do via Zoom or an online learning platform. How can you foster a
supportive and formative community when students are dispersed? This is easier to do while sharing



an empanada between classes than writing back and forth in some messaging app. Given that this is
the direction that theological education is taking at the Biblical Seminary of Colombia and around the
world, join us in praying for the wisdom and creativity to teach online learners in a way that helps them
to grow more fully into their calling.

On a more personal note, the transition back to Colombia after our time in the U.S. was difficult for our
family. Coming back to the overwhelming noise and congestion of our neighborhood was difficult after
living in peaceful Holland, MI. Also, our kids went back into a Colombian school system that works on a
“sit down—write down—memorize—spit out on a test” model that can be really disheartening,
especially for our son, Amos. We are grateful that RCA Global Mission has recognized the difficulties
that come with raising children on the mission field (“third culture kids”) and have appointed a new
coordinator to help us missionary families in this process.

Please Pray

- Pray for new students who will benefit from the ministry of
the Biblical Seminary of Colombia. In particular, we pray that
there would be many new students who can take part in our
newly launched Master’s degree in Christian Ministry. We
also pray for a rebound in enrollment for our in-person
program.

- Pray for a new Strategic Plan for the Seminary. This year we
will be finalizing and implementing a new Strategic Plan,
which will set the course for the Seminary for the next
couple of years. We particularly pray that we might discern
the Spirit’s leading by listening to key stakeholders
(professors, students, local ministry leaders) and the
opportunities for blessing the larger Colombian society with
the good news of the gospel.

- We also ask for prayers as Andrew begins PhD studies at the
Free University in Amsterdam. This semester, he will begin
some courses on designing a research project and will travel
to the Netherlands in June for research and a conference.
This is a long-awaited opportunity for him to grow as a
scholar who can bless the Latin American church with his
studies, and we pray that God would guide him to be
diligent in his studies and help us as a family make the
adjustments needed to take on this new opportunity.

Our family, fall 2025



