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Dear Friends,

It has been a busy start to the year at Tesoros de Dios. After the extended Christmas break, we came
back to the office refreshed and ready to get back into our ministry schedule. We welcomed parents
and students back to our center to start the new school year (January to December), after reviewing
each child’s progress and needs to determine which services they will receive in 2026.

In February, | had the privilege of hosting two different groups from West Michigan. It was my first
time having groups at Tesoros de Dios, and it was such a great experience. | forgot how much | enjoy
hosting and being able to share what life and ministry look like in Nicaragua.

The first group | hosted was extra special, because one of the
group members is a wheelchair user herself. She was able to share
with many of the students who use a wheelchair and their parents
about her own experience of accepting a different lifestyle than
what she had imagined. She inspired many of the parents as well. It
was good to have people visit that can relate to similar
experiences.

In one of our conversations with the parents, a mom, whose
daughter (Jobeyda) uses a wheelchair, has been expressing
frustration due to her limited mobility. Jobeyda is a teenager now
and is just at that age where school can be difficult. She easily gets
frustrated watching her friends run around and play games while
she feels stuck in her wheelchair. She struggles with self-image,
because she wants to be able to put on pretty dresses by herself.

Jobeyda’s mom shared about the questions Jobeyda often has e TR
about her future. “Will | always be in this chair? When | graduate Jobedya’s mom, Jobeyda, and
from high school will you have to push me across the stage to Sue from Faith Reformed
receive my diploma? Why did you give birth to me like this? Why

can’t | do what other kids my age are doing?”

As Jobeyda’s mom shared, the group member in the wheelchair just nodded along, because she had
asked similar questions and had often felt angry and frustrated when she first started using a
wheelchair.

Would you like to receive these updates digitally? Please email Kelli at kgilmore@rca.org to be added to the email
list. You will receive more timely updates from the missionary you support and help us be good stewards
of our resources.
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After we shared a time with Jobeyda’s mom and other parents, we spent the rest of the afternoon just
enjoying one another’s presence—playing games and hanging out. The group had brought a
parachute, and we were teaching the kids how to use it and the different ways to play. | could see that
Jobeyda wanted to go under the parachute like the other kids, so while everyone lifted it extra high, |
quickly pushed Jobeyda under. She loved it so much and asked to go again and again and again. It was
such a joy to see Jobeyda feel included and have fun, even with her wheelchair.

You can feel Jobeyda’s joy in this video.

Jobeyda is currently receiving counseling services from the family counselor at Tesoros de Dios to
provide individual attention and follow-up. These conversations have helped her improve her
emotional and mental health, and Jobeyda’s mom shares that she has been getting frustrated less and
has been asking fewer hard questions.

After such positive group experiences, I’'m looking forward to hosting more later this year. If you are
ever interested in what a trip to Nicaragua looks like or would like to know our availability, please do
not hesitate to reach out!

Friends, thank you for the privilege of partnering me with ministry and allowing me to be a witness and
share what the Lord is doing here.

Many blessings,

Nicole Opgenorth

Prayer Requests:
e Pray for many of our Tesoros de Dios families that have lost a loved one recently.
e The health and wellness of the students, parents, and staff.
e Tesoros de Dios has a couple of job openings—pray that God would provide new staff
members and there would be a smooth transition amid change.

RCA Global Mission does not receive denominational assessments or covenant shares. We depend on the
faithful generosity of churches and individuals.
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