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Dear Friends,

| pray these spring days are bringing you joy. I’'m grateful to share another reflection from someone who
traveled with me to South Africa earlier this year.

Vanessa Greene, a Grand Rapids native and former Director of the Center for Diversity and Inclusion at
Hope College, now serves as Chief Executive Officer of the Grand Rapids African American Health
Institute. Below is her reflection, originally shared with her board and partners.

Rooted in Heritage, Rising in Purpose
By Vanessa Greene

In February 2026, | traveled with our Program Manager, Denise
Kingdom, and one of our midwifery students to Botshabelo,
South Africa. We returned not just to a place, but to a deeper
connection with community, care, and heritage.

Botshabelo is home to more than 30,000 orphans and 15,500
vulnerable children—many living with the lasting impacts of
apartheid and the disruption of family and community systems. In
the midst of these challenges, Setshabelo Family and Child
Services (SFCS) stands as a powerful example of love in action—
placing children not in orphanages, but in nurturing homes within
their own communities.

One of the most moving moments of our journey was an
intergenerational womb circle, where women ages 13 to 70
gathered across continents and generations. We came as
learners, sitting at the feet of Bantu traditions in maternal,
prenatal, and postpartum care. Our team also shared evidence-
based practices that support bonding, affirmation, and
movement for birthing people.

This experience was more than a visit—it was an exchange of wisdom, a reclaiming of connection, and a
reminder of who we are. By learning, sharing, and building together across the diaspora, we strengthen
our commitment to health equity—both globally and here at home in Grand Rapids.

Your prayers and generosity made this possible. Through her presence, Vanessa has become a powerful
voice and advocate for the South Africa Orphan Project.

Would you like to receive these updates digitally? Please email Kelli at kgilmore@rca.org to be added to the email
list. You will receive more timely updates from the missionary you support and help us be good stewards
of our resources.



mailto:kgilmore@rca.org

Join Us—and God—in:
Prayer: Pray for expecting mothers in Botshabelo, where childbirth education is scarce. Lift up the
young mothers—ages 13 and 16—who have chosen to parent children conceived in violence. Pray for the

Spirit’s guidance, protection, and pathways for early care and support for vulnerable mothers and
babies.

Purse: Thank you for your faithful generosity—this ministry thrives because of you. As the work grows,
so do the needs. Last year, 56 families were served through Setshabelo’s Parenting Support Services.
A one-time gift of $800 over and above your usual gift provides critical parent support such as Womb
Circles and childbirth education for parents and expecting mothers.

Consider engaging your youth through a series of summer car wash or lemonade stands, or partner with
neighboring churches to support orphaned and vulnerable children in South Africa.

Presence: Watch your inbox for details about our next trip, scheduled for February 15-26, 2027,
including a visit to historic Belhar, home of our Fourth Confession. Due to rising costs, please plan for
approximately $3,000 plus airfare. We are working closely with our partners in South Africa to ensure
this experience is safe, meaningful, and impactful.

RCA Global Mission does not receive denominational assessments or covenant shares. We depend on the
faithful generosity of churches and individuals.



