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Dear friends,

Greetings from Costa Rica, where rains are bringing the dry season to a close and gorgeous
flowering trees house ever so many birds. Their song blends with the music of the neighborhood kids
practicing after their tutoring class at Casa Adobe.

Forming for prophetic presence

Last month we celebrated the Caty and René Padilla
Summit of the Comunidad de Estudios Teoldgicos
Interdisciplinarios (CETI) in Medellin, Colombia. We
dug into what formation for prophetic presence looks
like. As like-passioned younger and older people from
across Latin America came together, we were
challenged, refreshed, and encouraged to continue to
accompany one another in living out the Good News
amidst trying times in the region and the world.

Caring for and learning from all our
neighbors

Friends of “Mision Integral” gathered during
CETI "Caty and Rene Summit”

Up at Casa Nube, the A Rocha Costa Rica site in the
cloud forest, a study of species has revealed a not-yet named spider. What is surprising—and a
lesson to us as human beings—is not only that this spider takes care of its eggs but that it is the male
spiders that do so! Tapirs, sloths, all sorts of birds and bats, frogs and toads also populate the woods.
And the streams run into subsidiaries of the that runs near Casa Adobe, and we’ve been caring for
since 2011. Our neighbors remember swimming and fishing in this river, the Virilla, which has just
been categorized as the most polluted river on Latin America. Some of you have helped us plant
trees on its bank. And in spite of the bad news, we continue visioning and workmg toward a Natural
Urban Park and restored relations with this ) - -
abandoned neighbor.

Offering shelter and hope to migrants
and refugees

Many of you rallied amazingly to ensure that
we could purchase the shelter at Casa
Esperanza, on the border with Nicaragua. We
are deeply grateful! So are especially the
women and children we are now able to house.

The A Rocha Costa Rica team

Would you like to receive these updates digitally? Please email Kelli at kgilmore@rca.org to be added to the email
list. You will receive more timely updates from the missionary you support and help us be good stewards
of our resources.
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Just last week, when James was there for a few days, he encountered the most recent arrivals: three
women with eight children under eight... Not one of them has ever known a stable home or been to
school. Our accompaniment is but a drop in the bucket; but warm food, safe shelter, listening ears,
and compassionate hearts do help them regain strength for the road ahead.

Needing your support

As we anticipated in our last newsletter and is pretty
obvious by the new letterhead, we are entering a new
phase in our ministry in this beautiful country and far
beyond. May and June represent our last lap with
Resonate Global Mission and July 1 we are due to launch
with Reformed Church in America Global Mission (RCA
GM). We are looking forward to meeting new colleagues
and partners in mission! However, this launch is
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somewhat conditioned by our ability to raise $83,000 in /] | 27 ,\";J'v 3\
pledges for our ministry fund. This, to be honest, is an With neighbors: tree planting and restoring
extremely daunting proposition! Our contribution within relationship with the Virilla River

the A Rocha, CETI, Caminantes, and INFEMIT teams is in

jeopardy. To those of you who have been accompanying us for many years through Resonate Global
Mission, would you please switch with us to RCA Global Mission? To those who have never given,
might you consider a monthly pledge? For all, could you encourage your church to support us? This
is the link for donations: https://www.rca.org/global-mission/missionaries/james-padilla-deborst/.

You can also connect with us (or the Global Mission team at mission@rca.org) regarding setting up
yearly pledges.

With deep gratitude,

James and Ruth
Padilla DeBorst

RCA Global Mission does not receive denominational assessments or covenant shares. We depend on the
faithful generosity of churches and individuals.
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