Report of the Commission on Christian Action

The Book of Church Order states that “the commission shall inform and advise the
church concerning current social issues and the scriptural and Christian principles by
which critical evaluation may be exercised on those issues and proper action taken”
(Chapter 3, Part |, Article 5, Section 2b [2025 edition, pp. 109-110D).

The Commission on Christian Action (CCA) takes seriously its role of calling the
church to faithful and persistent witness and action in the world and so exhorts the
church to “not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if
we do not give up. So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the
good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith” (Galatians 6:9-10).

Immigration and Refugee Support

At General Synod 2025, the CCA focused on pointing delegates in the direction of
resources and creating awareness. The commission’s hope was that people would
know how to engage this issue in their local communities and classes or middle
assemblies. However, this is not enough. Over the last year, the immigration crisis has
continued to intensify.

It is with deep lament and grief that the CCA reminds the General Synod of what is
currently happening in the United States:

e Individuals are being apprehended based on their physical appearance or
ethnicity.

e Families are being separated, and children separated from their parents.

e Individuals are being deported without access to counsel or a hearing,
sometimes to third countries rather than their country of nationality. Children
are being deported to countries they have never seen, where they don’t know
the language or have any connections.

e Many individuals in detention have been forced to endure brutal conditions.

e |t has been asserted that children born in the U.S. may not be citizens.

e |t has been asserted that children brought to the U.S. illegally by their parents,
in many cases years if not decades ago, who grew up here and know no other
home, don’t belong here.

e |t has been asserted that all individuals who are present in the United States
illegally have committed a criminal act.

Beneath the headlines informing us of these happenings, fear grips our communities;
neighbors, coworkers, and church members worry about deportation, lawlessness,
and fractured families. According to a report jointly produced by groups
representing the two largest Christian traditions in the United States, one in twelve
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Christians in the U.S. is either vulnerable to deportation or lives with someone who is.
This includes many with temporary protections that could be revoked.'

Scripture mandates us to welcome the stranger and treat all human beings with
dignity and respect. A Christian response to immigration must reflect both biblical
justice and mercy. We are meant to be grounded in Scripture and informed by
current realities.

Scripture calls believers to uphold both justice and mercy:

e Genesis 18—Abraham and Sarah offer hospitality to three strangers.

e Exodus 23:9—"“You shall not oppress a resident alien; you know the heart of
an alien, for you were an alien in the land of Egypt.”

e Leviticus 19:18—"...You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

e Leviticus 19:34 (NIV)—“The foreigner residing among you must be treated
as your native-born.”

e Deuteronomy 10:17-19—God commands his people to love the foreigner,
reminding them they were once foreigners in Egypt.

e Deuteronomy 16:9-12 (TLV)—"Seven weeks after the harvest begins, there
shall be another festival before the Lord your God called the Festival of
Weeks. At that time bring to him a free will offering proportionate in size to
his blessings upon you as judged by the amount of your harvest. It is a time
to rejoice before the Lord with your family and household. And don’t forget
to include the local Levites, foreigners, widows, and orphans. Invite them to
accompany you to the celebration at the sanctuary. Remember! You were a
slave in Egypt, so be sure to carry out this command.”

e Deuteronomy 24:17-22 (NIV)—"Do not deprive the foreigner or the
fatherless of justice, or take the cloak of the widow as a pledge. Remember
that you were slaves in Egypt and the Lord your God redeemed you from
there. That is why | command you to do this. When you are harvesting in
your field and you overlook a sheaf, do not go back to get it. Leave it for
the foreigner, the fatherless, the widow, so that the Lord your God may
bless you in all the work of your hands. When you beat the olives from your
trees, do not go over the branches a second time. Leave what remains for
the foreigner, the fatherless and the widow. When you harvest the grapes
in your vineyard, do not go over the vines again. Leave what remains for
the foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow. Remember that you were
slaves in Egypt. That is why | command you to do this.”

e Job 29:15-16 (TLB)—"“| served as eyes for the blind and feet for the lame. |
was as a father to the poor, and saw to it that even strangers received a
fair trial.”

T National Association of Evangelicals, U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Department of Refugee
and Migration Services, Center for the Study of Global Christianity at Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary, and World Relief. “One Part of the Body: The Potential Impact of Deportations on
American Christian Families” (2025), p. 14, https://worldrelief.org/onepart.
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Psalm 146:7-9—“The Lord ... who executes justice for the oppressed; who
gives food to the hungry. The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens
the eyes of the blind. The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the
Lord loves the righteous. The Lord watches over the strangers; he upholds
the orphan and the widow...”

Malachi 3:5—“Then | will draw near to you for judgement; | will be swift to
bear witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those
who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired workers in their
wages, the widow, and the orphan, against those who thrust aside the alien
and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts.”

Luke 10:25-37 (TLB)—“One day an expert on Moses’ laws came to test
Jesus’ orthodoxy by asking him this question: ‘Teacher, what does a man
need to do to live forever in heaven?’ Jesus replied, ‘What does Moses’ law
say about it?’ ‘It says,” he replied, ‘that you must love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and
with all your mind. And you must love your neighbor as much as you love
yourself.” ‘Right!” Jesus told him. ‘Do this and you shall live!” The man
wanted to justify his lack of love for some kinds of people, so he asked,
‘Which neighbors?’ Jesus replied with an illustration: A Jew going on a trip
from Jerusalem to Jericho was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of
his clothes and money, and beat him up and left him lying half dead beside
the road. By chance a Jewish priest came along; and when he saw the man
lying there, he crossed to the other side of the road and passed him by. A
Jewish Temple-assistant walked over and looked at him lying there, but
then went on. But a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw him,
he felt deep pity. Kneeling beside him the Samaritan soothed his wounds
with medicine and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his donkey and
walked along beside him till they came to an inn, where he nursed him
through the night. The next day he handed the innkeeper two twenty-dollar
bills and told him to take care of the man. ‘If his bill runs higher than that,’
he said, ‘I'll pay the difference the next time | am here.” Now which of these
three would you say was a neighbor to the bandit’s victim?’ The man
replied, ‘The one who showed him some pity.” Then Jesus said, ‘Yes, now
go and do the same.”

Hebrews 13:2—“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by
doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.”

Given the overwhelming scriptural messages regarding the treatment of the
immigrant and the long theological teachings of the Reformed church, it is our
obligation, as the Reformed Church in America, to speak out with concrete,
actionable steps that can be taken by members of the Reformed church. The CCA
encourages the Reformed Church in America to continue to state publicly its
convictions regarding care for immigrants. This scriptural guidance informs how we
as Christians are commanded to treat the stranger, the foreigner, and the outcast.

Therefore, the CCA comes to the General Synod with this recommendation:
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CA 26-1

To instruct the General Synod Council (GSC) to write and put
forth a statement on behalf of the General Synod denouncing
immigration enforcement-related actions and policies with the
following characteristics:

e Any aspect of racial profiling.

¢ Detention of any individual by federal agents without a
true judicial order.

e Arrests made by masked agents who don’t identify
themselves.

e Arrests made during targeted operations; for example,
waiting outside courthouses for immigrants who are
following the law to emerge from a hearing, waiting
outside places of employment (meat packing plants,
Home Depot, etc.), and going to areas where immigrant
populations are known to reside specifically to arrest as
many as possible without any probable cause.

e Arrests that are not followed by allowing the detainee to
have counsel and a judicial hearing.

o Deportation that takes place without the detainee being
allowed legal counsel and a judicial hearing.

e Arrest of any person who does not have a criminal
background.

e Arrest of any person who was brought to the United
States by their parents when they were a child.

e Arrest of any person born in the U.S.

e Arrest of any citizen of the U.S.

e Cruel treatment of any person while in detention
(including depriving detainees of adequate food or
bathroom facilities as well as any physical or mental
assault).

e Separation of children from their parents.

e Deportation of any individual to a country other than
their country of citizenship or nationality (also called
third-country deportations).

¢ Development and operation of mass detention centers

¢ Moving detainees across the country to keep their
whereabouts hidden from family or legal counsel.

The RCA has continually engaged actively in supporting immigrants and refugees. In
last year’'s CCA report, the commission referenced the 2017 General Synod, where
the CCA called the RCA to provide resources to their congregations and financially
support advocacy and relief for refugees through organizations such as Church
World Service or Bethany Christian Services (MGS 2077, R17-39 and R 17-40, pp. 130-
132). Last year’s report pointed delegates in the direction of this statement put out
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by the denomination: www.rca.org/a-call-to-support-immigrants-and-refugees-in-
christs-name.

In 2018, the General Synod adopted a recommendation that directed the general
secretary “to write a letter to the president of the United States condemning the
separation of immigrant children from their families and strongly supporting
immigration reform and DACA...” The recommendation went on to “urge
congregations to encourage their local politicians to enact legislation that supports
immigration reform and DACA” (CA 18-4, MGS 2018, pp. 236-237). The CCA also
presented a paper to the 2007 General Synod that included this statement:

The wellness and safety of immigrants in the United States, legal and illegal, is
an issue of the kingdom of God and it matters to the RCA and to Reformed
churches...As public policy continues to be debated and citizens weigh in, may
the scriptural witness of the RCA and its members continue to consistently
advocate for the rights of the poor and oppressed...As the church continues to
embrace the vision of being a multiracial and multiethnic community, may the
RCA faithfully and hospitably extend the welcome and love of Christ to the
illegal immigrant populations in the United States and advocate for legislation
that will protect and serve them (MGS 2007, pp. 252-253).

In the spirit of the previously agreed upon convictions, the CCA also recommends
the following:

CA 26-2

To instruct the general secretary to write a letter to the
president of the United States urging the protection and fair
and dignified treatment of immigrants; and further,

To encourage classes/middle assemblies and congregations to
engage in public advocacy on behalf of immigrant communities
by writing letters to their government representatives urging
the same; and further,

To encourage classes/middle assemblies and congregations to
write letters to media outlets, asking them to cover
immigration-related news items in a fair and dignified manner
and to fully cover important immigration-related issues.

Desiring Peace in the Middle East

As in past years, this commission continues to be concerned about the unrest in the
Middle East. Peace and justice in this region almost seem impossible. Since the
ending of World War |, this region has been mired in conflict, with both sides having
justified grievances against the other. The latest outbreak of warfare began with the
attack by Hamas against Israel in October 2023, but more subtle offenses have been
occurring since the founding of the State of Israel in 1948.

150


http://www.rca.org/a-call-to-support-immigrants-and-refugees-in-christs-name
http://www.rca.org/a-call-to-support-immigrants-and-refugees-in-christs-name

There have been many acts of violence in the Middle East since the CCA called the
2023 General Synod to pray for peace in the Holy Land at each of the General Synod
gatherings (MGS 2023, CA 23-3, p. 159). With this desire for peace, there are other
ways the Reformed Church can be an active participant. Scripture calls us to defend
the vulnerable, tell the truth, resist violence, seek peace, and uphold the dignity of
every human being. This conviction demands that the church speak truthfully about
injustice when it occurs.

The CCA acknowledges the political reality that Israel is a United States ally. The
realities of the trauma Jewish people have suffered throughout history have a deep
impact on this conflict in the Middle East. Given the treatment of the Jewish people
throughout history, it is understandable why this group is concerned with security
and safety. The Six Day War did nothing to convince Israeli citizens that they were
not endangered. Subsequent terrorist bombings, many of which were perpetrated by
Palestinians, have only increased the fear of Israelis and the Israeli government. Yet
many religious Jews both in and out of Israel have begun to question the
righteousness of how Palestinians, both in and out of the occupied lands, are treated,
and this speaks volumes regarding this ongoing conflict.

The CCA also acknowledges that Israel’s expansion displaced Palestinians and
condemned the incursion of Hamas into Israel in 2023. During this incursion, 1,219
Israelis were killed and 251 were taken hostage. In the Gaza War that followed, it is
estimated that 71,301 Gazans were killed. There have been other negative impacts of
this expansionist mindset, and this cannot go unacknowledged. The Israeli
occupation of the West Bank and East Jerusalem has gone on for 40 years, and Israel
has established settlements on these lands. United Nations Security Council
Resolution 2334, which was passed on December 23, 2016, requires that these lands
be returned. The United States abstained from voting on this resolution. Israel has
made no sign of abiding by this resolution. Instead, it continues to establish
settlements in these occupied territories and deprives Palestinians of the same level
of rights and services that Israelis receive. The treatment of Palestinians in the
occupied areas has been compared to apartheid in South Africa and the Jim Crow
laws in the United States. Palestinians must use license plates that are different from
Israeli plates. In occupied areas, citizens are subject to military, not civilian courts.
Utilities, including water, electricity, and internet connections are regulated by the
Israeli government. This state of injustice causes anger, which leads to violence and,
ultimately, less security for the citizens of the State of Israel. Peace will come from
non-expansion and treating neighbors justly and kindly.

The CCA, through members of the Reformed Church in America, have been
connected to brother and sister Christians who are Palestinian. These Christian
siblings are part of some of the oldest Christian communities in the world but suffer
under the same discrimination as other Palestinians. Always a minority, this
population is shrinking as harsh conditions have led many younger people to leave
the occupied areas to gain an education and they do not return. We are potentially
looking at the end of a Palestinian Christian population, and the demise of some of
our most ancient churches. Palestinian churches have reached out to many churches
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for help, including within the Reformed Church in America. Is it time for us as a
denomination to do more than simply condemn the actions of Palestinian extremist
groups as well as those of the State of Israel? In 1983, to combat apartheid, the
Reformed Church in America and its agencies divested from South African
companies. Should we begin this process against the State of Israel? This could be an
actionable step toward being promoters of peace.

We recommend:

CA 26-3

To instruct the general secretary to write to Prime Minister
Netanyahu, expressing our concerns about expansionism and
the lack of equal treatment for Palestinians and urging him to
adhere to the United Nations Security Council Resolution 2334
and withdraw from the seized land; and further,

To call upon every member of the Reformed Church in America
to contact their senators and representatives to demand that
funding for Israel be stopped until Israel stops its expansionism;
and further,

To instruct the General Synod Council to analyze the General
Synod’s finances to determine whether the General Synod has
investments in Israeli companies, and if so, to begin a plan of
divestment from those companies.

Mental Health Ministry and Accessibility and Mobility Ministry

At the 2025 General Synod, there was very rich conversation around mental health,
mental illness, and accessibility ministry. Many on the synod floor shared personal
testimonies that show how personal this issue is to so many in the RCA and around
the world. Thank you for your thoughtful engagement and your vulnerability in this
way; we are humbled to be in this work alongside all of you. In those testimonies, it
was brought to the attention of the CCA that it is important to give room for these
diverse experiences and to speak more into the importance of having two separate
ministries instead of one combined ministry.

The Reformed Church in America is called to be a community where every person—
regardless of mental health status, neurodiversity, mobility, sensory ability, or age—is
welcomed, supported, and able to participate fully in the life of the church. Across
our denomination, congregations are increasingly aware of the need for intentional
ministry that addresses both mental health and physical accessibility. These two
areas are deeply interconnected: when individuals cannot enter, navigate, or
participate in worship and community life, their emotional, spiritual, and relational
well-being is affected.

Having two complementary ministries would ensure that the RCA may faithfully
embody its Reformed convictions regarding human dignity, the Imago Dei, and the
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full participation of the Body of Christ—ministries that strengthen the church’s
witness to Christ’s inclusive and reconciling work by nurturing the well-being of all
God’s people.

Mental health concerns touch every congregation: depression, anxiety, trauma,
addiction, neurodiversity, chronic stress, caregiving burdens, and more. The RCA has
already taken meaningful steps through disability advocates and clergy mental
health support resources. These efforts can be and should be strengthened and
expanded to meet the growing needs of congregations.

A Reformed understanding of mental health ministry begins with the conviction that
every person is created in the image of God (Imago Dei). Mental illness does not
diminish a person’s dignity, giftedness, or belovedness. Scripture reminds us that “if
one member suffers, all suffer together with it” (1 Corinthians 12:26)—a call to shared
compassion and presence. Jesus consistently moved toward those who were
misunderstood, marginalized, or suffering. His ministry of healing was not only
physical but relational, restoring people to community. The Holy Spirit continues this
work through prayer, supportive relationships, therapy, medication, and the
compassionate presence of the church. Therefore, mental health ministry is not a
specialized program; it is a core expression of the gospel.

Many RCA congregations worship in older buildings with architectural barriers: steps,
narrow doorways, inaccessible restrooms, poor lighting, or inadequate sound
systems. Others lack ramps, accessible parking, or flexible seating. As congregations
age, these barriers increasingly affect participation. Individuals with mobility
limitations, people who use wheelchairs, people with low vision or blindness, people
who are hard of hearing or deaf, and older adults with changing physical needs often
face obstacles that impact not only physical access but also emotional and spiritual
well-being. The RCA can play a vital role in equipping congregations to become fully
accessible communities of worship and care.

Accessibility is not merely a practical concern—it is a theological one. The body of
Christ is incomplete when any member is unable to participate fully. Scripture
teaches that God’s people are called to “make straight paths” and remove stumbling
blocks so that all may come freely into God’s presence (Proverbs 4:25-27; Hebrews
12:13). A person’s mobility, sensory ability, or physical stamina does not determine
their value or their place in the church. The gospel calls us to create communities
where everybody—in all their diversity, limitation, and giftedness—can worship, serve,
and belong. This ministry is grounded in the conviction that accessibility is not an
accommodation for a few; it is a ministry of welcome for the whole body of Christ.

The CCA recommends the following:

CA 26-4

To instruct the general secretary to establish a unified Disability
Concerns ministry consisting of two coordinated branches—
Mental Health Ministry and Accessibility and Mobility Ministry—
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to ensure that every person, regardless of mental, emotional,
physical, sensory, or cognitive ability, can fully participate in
the worship, fellowship, leadership, and mission of the church.

Rationale:

1.

Many congregations across the denomination face increasing needs related to
mental health, physical accessibility, mobility limitations, sensory sensitivities,
and cognitive disabilities.

A unified Disability Concerns ministry provides a clear, organized structure
that honors the distinct needs of both mental health inclusion and physical
accessibility while maintaining shared theological grounding and coordinated
leadership.

The two-branch model strengthens congregational life by addressing both
visible and invisible barriers to participation, reflecting the church’s
commitment to hospitality, justice, and the full inclusion of all members of the
body of Christ.

This structure allows for specialized training, resource development, and
congregational support while ensuring collaboration and consistency across
both ministry areas. The model aligns with the denomination’s calling to affirm
the dignity of every person created in the image of God and to remove
barriers that prevent full participation in the life of the church.

In order to do this effectively, the CCA also recommends:

CA 26-5

To instruct the general secretary to appoint or designate
leadership for both the Mental Health Ministry and the
Accessibility and Mobility Ministry, ensuring that these leaders
work collaboratively under the oversight of the overarching
Disability Concerns ministry. This leadership will be responsible
for developing resources, training, and support systems that
equip congregations in both mental health inclusion and
universal accessibility, and will report regularly to the
coordinator for Disability Concerns to ensure coordination,
alignment, and shared ministry goals; and further,

To approve the 0.3% covenant shares increase needed to fund
this proposal.

Financial Impact Statement

The estimated annual cost of this proposal is $90,000, which equates to a 0.3%
covenant shares increase. This proposal calls for two new staff positions to be
created; the cost estimate assumes salary and benefits for two new part-time
positions. The cost estimate also includes a modest budget for each ministry for
travel, supplies, equipment, and other costs.
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Under the covenant shares model of assessments, the General Synod elected to
reserve a small portion of covenant shares for initiatives approved by the General
Synod; any recommendations with cost estimates that exceed what is available in the
General Synod Initiatives Fund must be covered by approving an increase in
covenant shares.

The RCA has a significant opportunity to embody Christ’s compassion by
strengthening and establishing two separate ministries: a Mental Health Ministry and
an Accessibility and Mobility Ministry. These ministries are not separate initiatives but
interconnected expressions of the gospel’s call to equity-based hospitality, dignity,
and belonging.

By equipping congregations, supporting pastors, and removing barriers—both visible
and invisible—the RCA can help every person experience the fullness of life in
Christ and the joy of belonging to the body of Christ.

Access for All Fund

The Commission on Christian Action affirms the Reformed Church in America’s
calling to ensure that all people—across the full spectrum of physical, sensory,
cognitive, and mental abilities—can fully participate in the worship, fellowship, and
mission of the church. The Access for All Fund, established in 2022, was created to
support congregations in removing barriers that prevent full participation (CA 22-4,
MGS 2022, p.177).

The Access for All Fund exists to support congregations in creating environments
where people with physical disabilities, mobility limitations, sensory differences,
cognitive disabilities, and mental health challenges can participate fully in the life of
the church.

At present, the fund remains at a $0 balance, and awareness across the
denomination is limited. The commission believes that renewed communication,
intentional promotion, and a clear fundraising strategy are essential for this fund to
fulfill its purpose.

Therefore the CCA recommends the following:

CA 26-6

To instruct the general secretary to research the funding and
other resources needed to develop a coordinated fundraising
strategy for the Access for All Fund that invites congregational
participation, encourages individual and donor engagement,
and promotes opportunities such as special offerings,
matching-gift campaigns, and congregational partnerships to
support both physical and mental health accessibility across the
denomination, for report to General Synod 2027.
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CA 26-7

To instruct the general secretary to issue a denomination-wide
communication in the coming year to all middle assemblies and
congregations, clearly explaining the purpose, urgency, and
vision of the Access for All Fund, and encouraging middle
assemblies and congregations to engage with and promote the
fund as part of the denomination’s commitment to full
accessibility and inclusion.

Areas of Continuing Concern

The Commission on Christian Action regularly studies and reports on a broad variety
of topics, many of which we make recommendations on. Below are the issue areas
the CCA is continuing to study and seeking to understand how the CCA can
encourage the church to take action.

Spiritual Abuse Task Force Participation

Two members of the CCA are participants in the spiritual abuse task force. This work
stemmed from an initial recommendation from the CCA at the 2024 General Synod.
We are grateful to continue participating in this work, and we thank the
representatives from the Commission on Theology and the General Synod Council
for their efforts in this work.

Continued Work with the ESG Subcommittee

The Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) subcommittee held its annual
meeting to continue toward efforts of investing in a socially responsible way. The
CCA expresses appreciation to all participating in these efforts and plans to continue
participating in this work.

With gratitude for the work of the CCA and my fellow commissioners, | submit this
report.

Rev. Anne Troost
Moderator
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