Report of the Professorate

The office of General Synod professor involves representing “the living tradition of
the church in the preparation and certification of candidates for ministry,” as well as
exercising “the ministry of teaching within the RCA as a whole” (Book of Church
Order, Chapter 1, Part 1V, Article 8 [2025 edition, pp. 70-71]). We fulfill this office both
individually and collectively. Elected and installed by the General Synod, we remain
amenable to the General Synod in matters of doctrine, striving at all times and in all
ways to fulfill our calling faithfully, diligently, and cheerfully. There are presently four
General Synod professors:

Rev. Dr. James Brumm
Rev. Dr. Jaeseung Cha
Rev. Dr. Micah McCreary
Rev. Dr. Chad Pierce

Each professor was nominated by a theological agent of the General Synod and then
elected by the General Synod to exercise a substantial and continuing role in
preparing candidates for ministry in the Reformed Church in America (RCA) under
the authority of their nominating agency.

Pastoral Formation Oversight Board

The General Synod professorate is represented on the Pastoral Formation Oversight
Board (PFOB) and continues to be in dialogue with that board regarding matters
pertaining to the Certificate of Readiness for Examination (CRE). Our work in this
area has focused on the effects of the potential restructuring of the RCA on the
ordination and supervision process for candidates under the care of classes. We also
continued working on creating and recommending potential guidelines for the
ordination process. The results of the latter will be presented to this General Synod
by the PFOB.

Additionally, we continue to look for best practices regarding commissioned pastor
training, the Approved Alternative Route through the Ministerial Formation
Certification Agency (MFCA), as well as other areas pertinent to the reception, care,
examination, and ordination of candidates into the RCA.

Denominational Commissions and Agencies

The General Synod professors have also been represented on a number of
commissions and agencies important to the work of the church.

Members of the General Synod professorate are represented on the committees of
the MFCA that recommend the granting of the CRE for students at non-RCA
seminaries and candidates pursuing the Approved Alternate Route for ordination.
Finally, the members of the professorate are represented on the Commissioned
Pastor Advisory Team to create, facilitate, and monitor best practices among our
classes for their commissioned pastors.
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Members of the General Synod professorate are also represented on the Commission
on Theology, which worked on a variety of topics including the paper on Christian
Nationalism that is being presented to the 2026 General Synod. The entire
professorate, along with Rev. Bill Te Winkle of the General Synod Council, composed
a shortened statement on Christian Nationalism that we now present to the 2026
General Synod for adoption.

TE 26-1
To adopt and affirm the following statement:

We, the delegates to the 219th General Synod of the
Reformed Church in America, declare the doctrine of
Christian Nationalism to be opposed to the gospel of Jesus
Christ.

We believe:

¢ God governs this world through both church and
state. The church is to affirm authentic faith and show
fruits of the Spirit, seeking wholeness and care for
everyone.?’ The state is to work for the safety,
security, and peaceful order of all those under its
care.“® Full humanity is both spiritual—instructing us in
faith and righteousness—and political—educating us
to be citizens. We must not misapply to politics God’s
call to spiritual freedom.*°

e The church must invite the state to greater nobility,
freeing the enslaved, relieving the oppressed,
comforting the afflicted.’° We have a necessary voice
in the public debate but, as Christ’s body, gathered
around Word and sacrament, we must not conflate
national identity with God’s reign,>' lest we mute our
prophetic voice and replace discipleship to Jesus
Christ with political ambition.

¢ We belong to Jesus Christ, not to anyone or anything
else.’2 We are called to influence the public square
through persuasion rather than coercion, to work for
unity among all people and nations, to reconcile
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Galatians 5:22-23.

Belgic Confession, Article 36.

John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, 111.19.15.

RCA “Form of Declaration for Ministers,” BCO Formulary 3.

Belgic Confession, Article 29. Those who may belong to the true church are not distinguished in any
way by nationality or skin color.

Heidelberg Catechism, Q & A #1.
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everyone, and to stand in God’s Spirit without the
corrupting influence of temporal power.5® Christian
Nationalism represents a false church, fundamentally
distorting the gospel.5*

Trusting in our Triune God, we call on all Christians to
renounce this error and work for justice, wholeness, and
peace for all.

Professional Work

In addition to serving on denominational teams, the professorate continues to guide
the education of students seeking ordination at New Brunswick Theological
Seminary, at Western Theological Seminary, or through the Ministerial Formation
Certification Agency. While our numbers are few, members of the professorate teach
in areas of Old and New Testaments, Theology, and Practical Theology, helping to
form our candidates for ministry in the RCA. We also continue to teach the church in
broader community through our published writings as well as speaking engagements
across the church. We continue to be in conversation with qualified ministers who
are discerning their potential willingness to serve in the professorate.

As the General Synod professors, along with Western Theological Seminary and the
entire RCA, we celebrate the life and mourn the loss of the Rev. Dr. James Brownson.
Jim served the RCA throughout his entire career in countless ways. Primarily, he was
a teacher, serving at WTS for over 30 years, both as a teacher and as the academic
dean. As a General Synod professor, Jim helped shape and guide students towards
their ordination and service in the church. Additionally, he was often a stabilizing and
moderating voice at the annual meetings of the General Synod. Whether it was his
speaking at the microphone or late night scribblings, Rev. Dr. Brownson’s thoughts
and words brought peace and direction to the church. Jim was also an author. He
wrote important books, including: The Promise of Baptism: An Introduction to
Baptism in Scripture and the Reformed Tradition; Bible, Gender, Sexuality: Reframing
the Church’s Debate on Same-Sex Relationships; and Questions Christians Aren’t
Supposed to Ask. As the professorate, we hold close Jim’s love for and legacy in the
church. May he rest in peace and rise in glory.

We are grateful for having been charged with this call and are deeply sensible of our
responsibility to the church. We solicit your prayers and your advice, and we are
committed to engaging conversation at all levels of the RCA'’s life and work.

Respectfully submitted,
Chad Pierce, moderator

53 Belhar Confession, Articles 2, 3, and 4.

54 Belgic Confession, Article 29.
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