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Dear Friends,

| don’t know about you, but this year | have felt especially impatient for spring to arrive. Every
February these tiny yellow flowers blossom across the city, in cheerful bursts, though, annoyingly, real
spring catches on several months later and it feels more like a false start. These past few months I've
been reading through the book of Romans, and have had to slow down to let the truth of the gospel
sink in to connect with it on a deeper level for relevance in my life and vocation. This passage
however, from Romans 8:22-25 has felt very relatable to me in this season:

“For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the
pains of childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we
wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in
this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who
hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait
for it with patience.” (Rom. 8:22- 25)

| certainly feel like | am hoping for what | do not currently see. And
inwardly | am eagerly waiting for redemption and full restoration.
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As you can imagine, the war in Iran has
had a direct impact on our work and the
humanitarian corridor out of Iran has
been shut down. The Italian embassy has long evacuated Iran, leaving
in suspense all visa operations including family reunification cases
such as in the case of “Q”.

“Q” arrived in ltaly with the very first humanitarian corridor of
Afghans. Please pray for him as he is desperately seeking a solution to
get his wife out of Iran. Please pray for me as | support him through
this extremely dark time without having any clear answers. Pray for
hope in what we cannot yet see.

In the meantime, plans are underway for a corridor from Libya to : : ;
arrive next week including asylum seekers from several SubSaharan Anche meno is slang for “that’s
nationalities. We are really excited to finally be able to welcome too much”—it literally translates
people at the airport again, after such a long time (literally only one “even less” and is used to respond

person arrived all year!). While feeling impatient, this good news helps to someone or something that is
exaggerated or has gone
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me “remain confident of this: | will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living! Wait for the
Lord; be strong, let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord (Ps 27: 13, 14).

In other news, Ben and | accepted the invitation to become co-
leaders of the young adult ministry at church, alongside our
friend who has been leading it until now. We’ve felt organically
drawn to this area of ministry for some time now, hosting
gatherings and game nights at our house over the past few years,
so we are curious and excited about how the Lord will lead us
and grow us, as we take this intentional step to serve our church
community more formally, in this way. Please pray for Ben and |
as we collaborate in ministry officially together as a couple for
the first time!

: Thank you so much for your ongoing interest in our lives and for
= continuing to lift all these things up to the Lord in prayer.

Financially, my current support level remains below budget. If you’re been following along so far but
haven’t been giving financially, would you consider coming on board? To those of you faithfully giving
each month, thank you so much! Would you consider increasing your giving? Also, if anyone comes
to mind as you’re reading this that | should connect with as | pursue more financial support, | would
appreciate the help making contact. Ben and | are looking ahead at the possibility of a trip to the U.S.
in the fall to spend time with friends and family and for me to connect in person or online with any
new fundraising opportunities.

One thing | continue to discover is how leaning into God’s calling means being led toward the things
that ultimately call me to be transformed, shaped, molded, broken down and built up again. To walk
more closely with Him and to be made more like Him.

Thank you for walking alongside me, and us, in this pilgrimage.
We would love to hear from you and pray for you as well!

In persistent hope, ~ Hannah
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A two-day .WOI’/(S/‘) op in a high Outreac_h for Cqmmun/ty Rome staff party to celebrate the
school to raise awareness of the SDOQSOfShI,O recruitment at the ond of the renovation work of
lived experience of migrants and national convening of retired our officel

refugees in Italy labour union members
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