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[Warning: Letter contains violent details]

Dear Friends,

Matieho, 33, lived in a one-room shack in an informal settlement in Botshabelo, South Africa, with
three of her five children, ages 11, 8, and 3.

In the early hours of Saturday, August 22, 2026, Matieho was allegedly
attacked and brutally murdered by her partner. She suffered multiple stab
wounds, including injuries to her ribs and neck. Her three young children
were inside the shack when their mother was killed.

The alleged perpetrator prevented the children from leaving. For
approximately three hours, they remained trapped in the one-room home
» with their mother’s body before they were able to call for help.

| Matieho leaves behind five orphaned children who must now face the
devastating loss of their mother. Three of them not only lost her but also

e i SRR witnessed circumstances no child should ever endure. They and their
Matieho’s one-room siblings are now grieving, deeply traumatized, and in need of safety,
home.

stability, counseling, and the loving care of their family and community.

Matieho’s story reveals one of the painful realities behind orphan care in
South Africa. Children can become orphaned suddenly—not only
through illness or poverty, but through gender-based violence and
femicide. Your ongoing support for Setshabelo Family and Child
Services (SFCS) helps them help children like Matieho’s receive
compassionate, community-based care after their lives have been
forever changed.

Please continue to partner with us in these important
ways:

Prayer:
e For Matieho's children and family.
e For the evil of Gender-Based Violence to end. For perpetrators of
violence to be transformed and brought to
justice.
e For SFCS social workers Bini and Tselani who are working directly with the children to provide
trauma informed homes, counsel and support.
Would you like to receive these updates digitally? Please email Kelli at kgilmore@rca.org to be added to the email
list. You will receive more timely updates from the missionary you support and help us be good stewards
of our resources.
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e For healing from all the effects of apartheid that cause children like these to be orphaned.

Purse: The professional labor, travel, investigations, documentation, counseling, and months of
follow-up required to complete an adoption costs about $3,950 US. A loving forever family for these
5 children alone will cost SFCS about $19,750 US.

Consider a special offering in honor of these children and many more whose story is plagued by
violence for a future bathed in Christ's hope.

Presence: Come join us February 8 -19, 2027 to see for yourself South Africa’s beauty and God's
hand at work in hard places through Setshabelo Family and Child Services ministry. Registration link
includes additional details.

RCA Global Mission does not receive denominational assessments or covenant shares. We depend on the
faithful generosity of churches and individuals.


https://www.rca.org/give/the-south-africa-project/
https://reformedchurch.my.salesforce-sites.com/eventlisting/CnP_PaaS_EVT__ExternalRegistrationPage?event_id=a36Vm000008hDTdIAM

